n * * Be 


3 D —— 2 — — OI 
of Canterburie. 
N 01 | 
An inuefive againſt Tarltons Never » 


out of Purgatorie. 


A merrierleft then a Clownes Iigge, and 
fitter for Gentlemens lum. 


A 
| Publiſhed with the coſt of a Dickar 
5 | Ces. 


LONDON, 

Printed by Nicholas Okes for Nathaniel Batter, and are 
to be fold at the ſigne ofthe pide Bull neere to 

Saint Auſtins gate. 1 60 8. 


_ a — — f 
- A,4 RG AA AAA TTOOMC A 77 mea. 5 


h * | \ C 
| ;TheCoblers 


KL 


/ 4 M of 


7 
a "* 
T2 ein In. 
1 * \ N Sew 
* 


1 NE\ Epiſtle to 
the Gentlemen Readers. 


OA Hall Hall Gentlemen)roome fora 
148 2 Cobler, here comes the quainteſt 
Xr. Squire in all Kent; The Cobler of 
cCanterburie, armed with his Aul li his 
1 IJ Z Lingell, and his Laſt, preſents him- 
V ielfea iudiciall Cenſor of other mens 
vuritings:but me thinlcs for my ſaw- 
e cineſſe, Iheare Apellas boy crying, Ne 
1 'Smtar vitra crepidams. If I do ſee his 
maiſter mend the fault in the legge,Tie abide their frumpes, 
and when he hath done, Ile ſay, this had not been corre&ed 
but for the Cobler, Becomes not many a Tinkar a call Prat. 
lertand haue not men of my trade waded ſo deepe in the ſe- 
crets of Theologie that they haue ſought to correct Magni 
ficatꝰ and then( by your leaue Gentlemẽ) may not the Cob. 
ler of Kent, who hath beene the 2 of many good con 
panions, and toſt ouer a paire of cards at Trump from mor- 
ning till night, not to be admitted ſo far as to find fault with 
Richerd T arltons newer ant of Purgatorie? Ves, and if he that 
writ it will not amẽd the latchet, Ile on with my night»cap 
& my 28 , and make him ſniape the legge lo ere 
I haue done. | ' 
Iconfeſle tis a Booke, and ſois the Colliers Iade of Croy- 
don a horſe, as well as the Courtiers Courſer : yet by my 
faith it hath a faire Title: but if Diogenes, ſaw it he would cry 
out as he did againſt Ainda, 1 r Cicrie that it ruune 
x - "0 
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thic Dick arion humor: ſome ſt 


; too loy foreſts, ſom- 
5 OECD: 
temen thun ke thi] wagb&nk whe 0 25 flfes 
were abroade: and & may be ſome Frier was my father, and 
the rather I geſſe it: for that nature hath wrought that vpon 
— — on his, by Art:forbeforeI was twen- 
tie I had a bald pate. Well howſoeuer, I haue found fault, and 
therefore I haue attempted to amend it, not in che correcing 
of his worlee, but in ſettinig out one more pleaſant, and Fd 
full of delightfull tales for all mens humours, excepttho 
which are ſo humorous that they count nothing gratiougzbur 
that is too graue. What?a dog hath a day: Jemel is amine rder 
Apollo. Longer lives a merry man then a (ad; à Cobler Nach 
leſle cares ha a King: and an hore po TN 
worth atunne full of melancholy. Why Were T en in- 
uented, but to ripen mens wits? And why were tales deuiſed, 
but to make men pleaſant? Tuſh, when Redde ranomem comes, 
I feare me there will be leſſe account to be giuen for honeſt 
recreation, then either for the enuious practiſes thut ſolemne 
Saturniſts ruminate: or for the ſundrie ſclliſmes the melan· 
choly michers, do publiſh. If my principles be falfe, let no 
man take exceptions, but paſſe them ouer with a ſmile: for 
tis but Coblers Plofophie. But I digreſſe, and therfore 
to my boołke, x herein are contained the tales that were told 
in the Barge betrweene Billinſgate and Graveſend : imitating 
herein eld father ¶ hancer, who with the like Method fet out 
his Canterbury tales: but as chere muſt be admitted no com- 
pare betweene a cup of Darby ale, and a diſh ef durtie 
water: So fir Jeffery Chancer is ſo high aboue my reaeh;thac 
Ttake Noli altam ſapere for awarningʒzand onely looke at him 
with honour and reuerence. Here is agallimaufrie of all forts, 
the Gentlemen may finde Salem, to fauour their eares with 
ieſts, and Clownes plaine Dunſtable dogrell to make them 
; | laugh, 


have I ought —— $ fancics;.v 
not well done ofa CoblerIf1 offend, ar 
s in it neither x: rime nor non, wy 10 


there an end. 
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Robin Good-fellovves 
1 1 r 119 417 203347d 35h pot arc”: TY 
(in becomt 4 correlter! be, be, lo: war 

wet Jo when Robin-Goodfellow was a H. 

er, aud belpt the country wencher to grinde 

ibeir; manlt: Then gentlemen, the "Plongi 

fwaiwe medled with his teame © the Gentleman 

LU with bis Had ind bis Haul: the Arriß 

cer with bus Iabowr': and the Scboller with bis 
FS: emery degree contented lum within bis 
Bmin. Bat now the worlds growne to that paſſe, that Pierce 
Plow-man will pris into law, nay into Dininitie, and bis dancerie 
maſt needes be dolirine : tuſb, what of hig he r powers ? what of U. 
ninerſitierithe text doth pat downe them, Babes and Sucklings, 
and no more. T bit makes Robin Good fellow that was ſo mer- 
ric a ſpirite ef the butterie, to leaue all, and keep bimſelfe in Pur- 
atorie, for Hol pit alitis is ſo cleave runne out 7 the conntrie that 
ncades not now belpe the maider th grinde their mault, for the 
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lates tv 


: 


ed ſo far beyonde bis latc het: bat I will 

N e. where { know fer an- 

breaks pkg" — * reit __ be haue 

: ath our e together, 10 put downe the 
paltring Cobler and ar forts — to ch congueſt, 
or elſg neuer to come in not ſig nd to (ay ar 1 was wont: What, 
Himp and Hampf bere will 1 newer more grinde nor f amp. 
a Fe Yours in choller, Robin 


* Goodfellow. 
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THE COBLER. 


of Caaterburie, 


———=771[3tting in the Barg at Bllinſgate ex- 
| 72 aun he the tide would ſerus 
> 7 


a Graueſ end, diuerſe paſſengers of 
| 5) 1 —_— . fo —— at 
NN it began erg thei cryed 
8 away.when 4 — — 
A was reſolued to go downe in a Tilt - 
boat. yet ſœing what a crew of mad companions went in 
the Barge and perceining by the winde, there was no 
feare of raine, I ſtept into the Barge and taoke vp my 
ſeate amongſt the thickelt: with that the Barge-men put 
from the ſtaires. and hauing a ſtrong ebbe, becauſe there 
had much raine water fallen befoze,they went the moze 
merrily downe, and ſcarce had we gotten beyond Saint 
Katherines, but tha? a perrye of winde blewe ſomething, 

londe, that the watermen hoyſt vp ſailes, and laide by 
thcir Dares from labour. Being thus pnder Haile going 


fo ſmugly downe.it made vs all ſo merry,that we fell s 


chat, ſome ofone thing and ſome of another, all of mirth. 
many ofknaucry, that it Cato Cenforius had bene there, 
he would either haue laughed at theſr knauich Jeltcs, oz 
elſe at theconfuſion of their pꝛattles, which ſeeined like 
a very Chaos af ſund2y conceites. As thas euery man 
was ſtriuing to palle away * pleaſantly, a Gen · 
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— ont ofhis dhe, little blet;and began 
to reade to himſeile: amongſt the reit, my ceiſe was ſo 
bold, as to aſke him what voke it was: mary quoth he a 
foliſh top, called Tarltons newes out of Purgatoric : at 
this they fel} to delcanting ofthe boke ſome commended 
it highly, and ſayd it wap gor innention and fine tales: 
tuſh'quothanvther;moſtot them are ftolne out of Boc- 
cace Decameron: foz all that, quoth the third, it is pꝛetie 
and wittie. As they were thus con mending aud dil 
commending, there ſate by an ancient man that was a 
Cobler in Caunterburie : Maiſters, quoth he, J haue 
read the boke, and tis invitherent.likea a cup of bottic ale, 
halfe one and halfe the other: but tis not merrie enough 
fo Tarltons vaine, noz ſcuffed with his fine conceits: 
therefo2e it ſhall palle foz a boke and no moze. No, no» 
what lap vou did father Chaucer? how like you ot᷑ his 
Caunterborie tales? are thep not pleaſant to delight, and 
wittie fo inſtruc, and full ofconceited learning to ſhewe 
theercellencyofhis wit? All men commend, Chancer, as 
the father of Engliſh Poets and ſai, that be ſhot a ſhwte 
whith many haue aymed at, but neuer reacht tw. 

Mell, quoth tye Cobler, now that wee are going to 
Graue ſ end, and ſo (A thinke) moſt of vs to Canterburie, 
let vs tell ſome Tales, to palle away the time till we 
come cf the water, and we will call them Canterburie 
Tales. To this motion, the whole companie willingly: 
conſented, andonly thep lcd vpon thts, who ſhould be- 
gin: Ik it be no offence, quoth the Cobler, to other gen- 
tlemen that be here, à my ſe1fe will be ring-leader:to this. 
they ail agreed, and the Cobler began to lettle himſelfe : 
pet betoze 3 begin, à will (as nare as I tan) deſcribe vn⸗ 
to you what manner or man he was. | 


The deſcription of the ¶ obler. 
Is ſtature was large and tall, 
Hits limbs well ſet wit hall. 
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Of aſtrong bone and a braod cheſt, 

He was wide and wildſome in che breſt. 

His forchead hic anda bald pate, 

VVellI wot he was a mate 

oP That loued well a bony laſſe, | 

„For the clownes eyes were as gray as glaſſe: 
And oſt haue I heard my morher lay, 

The wanton eye is er e moſt gray. 

is He loued well a cup of ſtrong ale, 

Feed For his noſe was nothing pale: 

5 But his ſnout and all his face, 

Was as red as Ruby or Topace: 

A voyce he had cleare and low d, 

And well he gan ſing to a crowd. 

He was a ſtout ſturdy ſquire: 

And loued weeke day good compire: 

Drinke he would with euery man, 

In cup, cruze, glaſſe or kan: 

And what euery day he got, 

He hoorded vp in x ale pot, 

That all Canterburie gan leere, 

To talke ofthis merry Cobleere: 

Therefore now marke me well; 

For thus his tale hegan to tell. 


The Cobblert Tale. 
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Conteining the, ieſts that paſſed berweene the Prior of 
: Canterbury, anda Smith of Saint Auſtins. 


be Þ:io of Canterburie had a to- 
d Muent of Friars Auguſtines, that were 
* UB] endued with great liuinges foz the 
King and hee himſelfe had great reue- 
7&)| newes, that hes liued line a Potentate, 
1 id pe was had in great estimation, 
| : 52 thzougy- 
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th:onghout all the Citie: Lining thus at eaſe, pampꝛed bp 
with delicates and idlenes,thetwo Nurſes ot Lechery,he 
minded not ſo much his Boke, but that paſſing one daye 
thꝛough the ſtrates, he glannced his eyes to ſæ where he 
might find ſome hanſome Trull that might be his para- 
mour : many he law and many ye liked, but at laſt com- 
ming by a Smiths Fo2gr, he ſpyed a pꝛoper tall woman 
meanly attired, after the pouertieofher huſband, but of 
ſuch a beautifull viſage, and faire countenance that ſhee 
pleaſed greatly the Pꝛioꝛs eve, that he thought her the fai- 
reſt in all Canterbury : he returned home that way hee 
went out, becauſe hee would haue another looke fo the 
Smiths wile and as he paſſed by, hee gaue her a curteſte 
fo: his farewell. Mell, home he went to his chamber, and 
there bethought him of his newe Loue, and call in his 
minde a thouſand waies how he might come to his pur- 
pole: At laſt, he ſsnt foz the Smith to como looke vpon his 
bozſe, who very haſtily hied him to the P3z10zy,where the 
Þ2ioz weltommed hun, and enfertained him with great 
curteſie, kiCing the Nurſe (as the ould P2onerbe ts )foz 
the childes ſake, and making much of blacke Vulcan foz 
faire Venus ſake, the pooꝛe Smith very carefully lokt fo 
the hozſe, and where aught was amiſle, amended it: The 
P2102 and all his Couent gane him great commendati - 


ons and thankes, and bade him to bzeakefaſt, where 


he had good chere and ſtoꝛe of ſtrong dzinke, which made 
the Smith paſſing pleaſant : as they ſate at baeakefaſt. 
the P2i92 told him: ſith they had made experience of his 
ſkill, aud that he was cunning about hozſes, he was con+ 
tent to make him Fatrier of the Pziozp- At this the 
Smith was very glad: nay moze, quoth the Pꝛioz be- 
cauſe thou ſhalt haue moze gaines out of the Dozter, 
ſeing thy wife is a good cleanly. woman, ſhe Hall beLan- 
dzeſſe foz me, and the whole Conent. The Smith hea- 
ring thts,perceiued by the weathercocke, which way the 
winde blew, hakt the heade, and began toſmile,the Pzi- 
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o2 demanded of him why he laught ? mary ſir, quoth 
hee, ſeing we ore at meate, and mirth is good fo2 digeſti- 
on, J will tell you a merrie ieaſt. There wasſuch a poze 
man as my lelfe, that dwelt (as J do) hard by a Pziorie, 
and he had bzought vp in his houſe a little Lambe, which 
growing to a ſheepe, would wander all abzoave,and re- 
turne home ſafe at night without any hurt: at laſt, this 
little heepe , ba ing the poze mans freaſure, ſeing the 
Pꝛiozie gate open, and the yearde full of gralle, went in 
and fedde there, The wanton Fricrs that were idle, 
woulde often (pozt with theLambe,and play withall,and 
pulled off the woll off the backe, that it had almoſt left 
nothing but the bare pelt: which the pooze maneſpying, 
kept vp his ſheep and would not ſuffer it to gos any moze 
abzoave: pet it had gotten ſuch a (wet ſauour in the Pzi- 
orie yard, that aſſoone as if bzake looſe, it wonld thither 
where the P2zioz and the Friers ſpying it agains, con- 
lented, and eate it vp all: The good man came to aſke foz- 
his ſheepe, and they laughing at him, gaue him no other 
amendes but the hoznes : ſo my maiſters, if my wife 
ſhouls be your Laundzelſe, J warrant you if 4 came to 
enquire fo2 her, J might haue ſuch fees as thepoze man 
had foz his loſſe: No no, J am weil, J thanke pon if my 
ſelfe may ſerue fo2 a Farrier, ſa it is, but my wife (of all 
men) ſhalt not haue to deple , either with Pzioz, o: Fri- 
ars. At this they all iaught, but the Pio: not willing to 
giue ouer the chaſe thus, made this anſwere. Why 
kmith(quoth hee)thuu art a foole,thou maieſt haue a p20- 
uiſo foz that, foz though ſhe waſh our clothes, yet ſhee 
ſhall neither fefch them noz bzing them home, neither 
ſhall there euer a Friar come at thy houſe, only the 
Scull of the Bitchin, and J hope thou feareſt not him, 
No quoth the ſmith, they be theſe bzcechlefleycomen 
that A Rand ſo much in doubt of: but vpon theſe condt- 
tions afozefaide, that Gee ſhall neither fetch them, noz 
carry them home, che ſhall be = Laundzeſle.Qpon = 
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they agreed, and the Smith went to his houſe and tolde 
bis wife all. Sher that was a wily wenth thought with 
her lelle, that whatſoeuer her huſband fiſht fo2 hee would 
catch a frogge; and that dealt he neuer ſo wartly, yet ſhe 
would make him one ofthe heade men of the Pariſh, as 
well as his neighbours. She conieduring thus with her 
ſelfe : the next mozning came the Scull early{by that the 
Smith was vp and at his wozke)with foule clothes, God 
ſped ſir quoth hee, à haue bzought your wife the Pziozp 
linnen; ah welcome cod fellow, quoth hee, goe thy wates 
vp to the chamber to my wife, ſhe is abaue, and J thinke 
a bed: the Scull trotted vp the ſtaires and ſaluted the wo- 
man:Þiltris(quoth he)the P2102 hath ſent you his clothes 
and pꝛaies you that they map be done on wedneſday next: 
they ſhall be done, quoth Ge, with all ſperde: and quoth 
the Scul, his wozſhip wild me in ſecret togine yon a Ring 
fo2 a token, and to deſire you to thinke that hee loues you 
as heartily as any woman ip the wozide; the poze wo- 
man ſeeing a gold Ring, and having neuer had aap be- 
foze in her life, held her ſelfe a pzonde woman, and be- 
thought ber what god giftes the ſhould dayly haue it ſhe 
had ſuch a Louer as the P3ioz : wherefoze ſhe refurnev 
him this anſwere by the Stull that che had ever thought 
well of him but her huſband was a iealous foole g watcht 
her narrowly whereſoener ſhe went, but as farre as ſhe 
migh!, ſhes was at his commande. Yome went the Scull, 
and the Pꝛioz was riſen by that hee returned, and aſkt 
him what newes : what newes quoth the Scull ? mary 
thus Gr, alloone as JF came to the dooze J found the 
Smilh harde at his woꝛke, and J ſaluted him by the eime 
of the day, and aſked him where his wife was, ſaying, IJ. 
bad b;ought the P3tozs linnen, go vp the ſtaires good 
fellow ( quoth hee)foz J thinke my wife is in bed, and fr 
there indeed J found her, and (urely fir, if yon will be- 
lene mee, me thought ſhe lap too louely in ber bed to lie 


with a Smith; ſo ſir J gaue her your token and told her 


what 
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what pon bads me and ſhe made anſwere that your wozs 
ſhip was the man whom ſhe had euer thoaght well of, 
but her hulbande was a iealons foole, pet as farre as ſhee 
conld ſhe was at your command. This ſatiſũed the Pzi- 
025 expectation 2; and on Wedneſday mozning when the 
Scull ſhoaid goe foz his cleane linnen, the Pzio2 com- 
pounded. with him, and gaue him a bꝛate of angelles to 
kerpe his counſell ſaping Tom (foz ſo was the Sculles 
name) thou linoweſt all feth is traile and we are men as 
well as others, though our pꝛofe ſſion be moze holp, there 
fozz Ton ſo it is, that J haue loued the Smiths wile a 
long time e now ma J haue opo2tunity to fill my deſires, 
A will this moꝛuing fake thy clothes on aud beſmeere my 
face, and with the baſket hie foz the cle ane clothes, vnly 
I care foz nothing if thou kepe my councell. Feare not 
that fir, quoth the Scull; but J will bee fo ſecret as you 
can deſire ; with that the P2zioz was bztefe becauſe hes 
longed to be there, and on with theDculles ragges, and 
taking the baſket on his necke, hafted him very o2derly 
to the Smiths hoaſe, by that time day did appeare,where 
he fonnd him hard at wozke, Good mozrow fir quoth the 
Pztoz Jam come foz the linnen, gos vp the ſtaires fel- 
tow quoth the Smith, thou commeſt Very earely my wife 
is pet in bedde. Up trudged the Pꝛioꝛ, and there he found 
bis paramour in à ſweet fleepe, the Pzioz kept to her 
and kiſt her, and with that ſhe gwakte and ſeeing the 
Scull, why how now fir ſawce, Hugth ſhe, can you not 
{peake befozeyor come vp, my huſband is a wiſe man fo 
ſend ſach companions vp into the chamber where J am 
in bedde twere no matter and the match were equal 
to make him weare the hozne foz it. Dh, be content god 
Loue, quoth the P3ioz, fo; know thou, that J. am not 
Tom Scull; but the Pzioz himſelfe that ſent thee the 
Ning, who fo thy ſake is come thus diſguiſed; with that 
he dilcouered himſelle, and ſhe perceined it was he, and 
bluſh! : hes tilt her, and ſo coniu — her, that 2 
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pee Dmith was knocking at the Smithie, hee had dubd 
him knight of the fozked ezder and fo2e feare ofſuſpition, 
putting his linnen inthe baſket, away he went, bidding 
the edmith farewell. Thus the Pꝛioz and the Smithes 
wike tontentev, and entoving their harts deſire.the pw2e 
Smith loned her not a whit thewozle neither did he lui 
pec any thing, foꝛ the blind cates many a lie, and much 
water runnes by the mill that the miller wots not on: 
fo played it with this Dmith : loꝛ twice a weeke came the 
P2io2 in his Stulles apparreli to his Lemmon Thus it 
continued, till on one mozning the P2ioz was not well, 
ſo that he could not goe, but Tom Scull, after his won · 
ted manner, went to carry foꝛth the linnen : and as hee 
went by the way, he began to thinke with himſelfe what 
afaire woman the Smithes wife was, and how faine he 
would be partaker with his maiſter. Yamimering this 
in his heade, on he went to the Smiths houſe : Now 
Smith quoth be good mozrow, is thy wile vp? no quoth 
the Smith, but che is awake, go vp and carry pour lin- 
nen a Gods name: vp came the Stull and ruſhing in at 
the chamber dooze, thzew downe his baſket, and ſ@ing 
the chamber darke that he could not be diſcouered, flipt 
to bed, and entred commons with the Pꝛioz, and with 
that gotte him away without ſaytng one wozde: The 
Smithes wife marueled at this, and (uppoſed that he 
had hearde ſome ruffling,and foz feare other zuſband, had 
gone away ſo haſtily. Mell. within two dayes after came 
the P2io2 againe, and after his accuſfomed maner went 
bp with bis baſket, and ſaluted her after the ould faſhion: 
I pꝛaꝝ you fell me maiſter Pzioz quoth ſhe, what meant 
you pefterday mozning that you came ſo quiet, and lipt 
away with ſuch ſilence after vou got out of bed, by this 
the Pꝛioꝛ perceiued that the ſcull had cut a ſhine on his 


- loafe,and ſo thought to diſſemble the matter. Faith ſwet 


heart,quoth he, J heard a noiſe,and thought it had beene 
.thyhulbandethat had come vp: loJ coniectured, my 


O anterburie: 


the Smiths wife, and therefoze after pon were gone, 
ſeeing you were frighted with your owne ſhaddow, 1 
laught hartely: thus as long as they durl they chatted ; 
but atlaff, the Pzioz vppe with bis baſket and away. 
When he came home, in a great chafehe ſent ſoz the 
d madeinquirie of the matter, the pooze fellow 
affcaide of ſoze thzeatnings, confelſedthe matter and 
craued pardon but the Pꝛioz fozgetting his patience, 
fell vpon pooze Tom the Scull, and beate him (ſo ſoze, 
that he had almoſt kild him: afterwardes ſwearing him 
on a Booke, if euer after he went with any cloathes, he 
ſhould go no further then the chamber dooze. The Scull 
agreed to this, and confirmde it with a folemne oath: but 
the remembzance of his ſoze blowes, bzedde him a mind 
: wherenpon reſoluing to doe any miſchcefe 
to the Pzioz that he might, one day he went very v2der- 
lx to his Smith and carried him to the Ale-houſe, and 
there after a longe p2oteſtationof ſilence, reuealed the 
whole matter vnto him, how the Pzioz euerꝝ day came 
in bis apparrell to his wife, and ſo made him wears the 
ho2nes, while he was buſie about his hammers - at this 
the Smith fetcht a great ſigh; alas quoth he, and am Ja 
Cuckold: why not you quoth the (cull, az well as your 
befters : indeed quoth the (mith.Knd that is all the com- 
- fozt that J haue, that my betters haus had as hard hap- 
fo; the abbot of Saint Peeters that is an holy man, had 
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if tyou heareff no ſuch watch / woꝛd. then know it is the 
oy 2 be it(quoth the Smith) and vpon this they . 
d2unke their dzinke and depazted. {The next mozning 
the ©mith was early at his wozke , and the Pztoz that 
longde to be with his Lemmon was allone awake, and 
vp hee got, and on with the ©cults apparrell,and to the 
Smiths houle, and after his accuſtomed maner bade him 
god mozrow, and vp the ſtaires The Smith perceiaing 
it was the Pꝛioz, becauſs he wantev his watch-wozd ; 
hied vp p2eſently after him, and tooke the P2to2 in bed 
with his wife : why bow now Scull quoth hee: will no 
wozſe meat go downe with you then my wife ? Weloze 
you and J part, J will learne you how to make Vule 
canof me, without pou were mozs like Mars then you 
be. Wherevpon his man and hel two luſtie knaues)Rlept 

to him and puld him out of bed,andtbzuſt him in a great 
lacke, wherein he was wont to put thaffe: when he had 
done, carried him info the tre@t,and laid him downe be- 
fozehis do e, and then made his wie take a flaile in her 


hand, and thzeſh as hard as (hve could : but becauſe ha 


—.— her ſtrokes were laid on with fanonr, bim- 
elfe ſtod behind her with a great Carters whip, and e- 
uery time ſhe fainted in her blowes, hee lent her a laſh, 
that he fetcht the bloud th2ough her peticoate: the peo, 


. plethatcame by, maruailed at this Antike, and alkt the 


Smith what he was a doing: killing of fleas quoth the 
Smith, that J found this mozning in my bed, and bes 
cauſe my wile is ſo idle, and will not rike home, 3 


Aand with my whip to whet her on. Neighbours therg- 


koze gtur god eare and marke the end. and l when 
wile hath beaten them enough what foule fleas they 


and by my example learne whenſaengr you take 


great fleas in your wiues bed, to put them to the 

— The people flocked togeither to ſee thi. 
ozt, and although the Pzioz was almoſt hauiſed to 

death (though ſoz fauouring ol him the Smithes wife 


; bozg- 


ok Canterburie. 


\ bozemany alath) vet he durit not trie foz feareof further 
- Difcredif, but lay Cill and ſafferey all with patience. At 
lat a multitude of people flocking togeither, it chaunced 
that vpon ſerious duſineſſe, the Abbot of Saint Peeters 
tame by. who (&ing ſuch a thzong, ſent one ofhis men fa 
know what the matter meant. Dh may it pleaſe your 
Lo2dſhip quoth the Smith, ſuch a ſight as pou neuer 
faw,wherefoze foz Chzifts ſake, I aſks (t,that you would 
fake ſo much paines as focoms auer the way and (ee : 
the Abbot ſtept auer the channell, and when hes cams 
and ſaw the Smiths wife with her flat'e, and him with 
his whip, hes wordzed,e ſhe @mith fold him as the reff, 
that it was a flea that hotoke in his wtaes bed: allthis 
while lay the Pꝛzioz wifh a beau heart, fd2 feare the 
Smith would ſhaks him out ofthe ſacke: wiſhing fo a- 
bide twice ſo much toꝛment, ſo hes might eſcape vn ⸗ 
knowne. As the Abbot adont this matter d queſtio · 
ning with the Smith. the Þcall chat milk the Pꝛioʒ that 
palt his hower, thought the @mith had plaide ſome mad 
pꝛancke with him, went and put on the Pzi02s appar- 
rell, and yisCoale ouer his head that he might not be 
knowne, and went do wue to the Smiths houſe-ward, 
where ſæing a cancourſa of people, be haſted him tht- 
ther. At laſt che @mith ſpted him and cried , Dh my 
L025 Abbot yonver comes thePzioz of Saint Auſtins, it 
was one of his fleas. Well drew the Smith it was Tom 
Scall;but his wife ſuypoling it to be the P2io2, and that 
he in the ſacks was the Dcul that had deceiued her. in de · 
ſpight foz reuengs laid on ſuch blowes that the needed no 
whipping to mend her frokes. When the P3ioz came, 
g after moſt humble maner had ſaluted the Abbot, he de⸗ 
ſir-v fo know the cauſe of that ftrango ſight 3 mary 
quoth the Smith, aiſter P3zioz J may thanke you fo2 
this, ſo2 a flea of your Pꝛiozie hath leapt from the Doz- 
ter to my wines bed and finding it thers this mozning 
Jput it in a ſacke,and cauſed 2 wife to thzelh it, — 

W2 
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that both vou, x maſter Abbot. : all my noighbozs all ſe 
what parlous fleas oft happen into womens beds. J will 
ſhake him out befoze you all, and with that vubound the 
ſacke, and hee thzew out the Prior, who becing in the 
Sculls apparreli,was ſo belmearde and ſo biondie, that he 
could not be knowne : Locke here maiſter Prior quoth 
the Smith here is the Scull of your Priorie. Dh notable 
knaue,knanequoth Tom Scull, to diſcredit our houle. 
What thinke you of this my Lozd Abbot : Js this a 
fafficient puniſhment oz no,conſivering by this fault he 
ſhall gins occaſion of ſlander to the whole Priorie. t is 
guoth the Abbot within the iurildictton of your cenſure, 
and therefoze deale with him as you lift. Marx quotij the 
Stull then thus: becauſe it is an open fault. it all haue 
a moze openyuniſhment, foz ifit be (\mothzed vp thus, 
they will ſay that J am a fauourer of finne: with that de 
cald to certatne of his cogent, fo; rnoſt of the Þonkes of 
the Priorie were come thither, how ſay you bzethzen 
quoth he, is it not veſt that he ſtande all this fozeneone on 
the pillozie, and haue a paper wzitten on his head con- 
taining the whole matter ofhisoffence : and the Smithes 
wiſe ſhall tand vnder him with her flaile, and the Smith 
with his whip : and ſo quoth the Smith ſhall all Canter- - 
burie laugh at me that come into'tbe market place, fo 
pꝛoue my lelfe a Cuckold. No godman Scull quoth he, it 
ſhall not be ſo,and with that he puld of his Col and ſaide, 
Maiſters and neighbozs,ſ& here is the cn of the houſe, 
and this beaten in the ſacke, is the Prior himſelle, that 
tame to my wife in the Sculls apparrell : at this all the 
people clapt their hands,langht,e made good game ta ſeg 
bow ſimply the Prior ſtoode, and in what a mateſtis the 
Scull was in the Priors abiliments. At this fight the Ab. 
bot abaſht, ans the Friers were aſhamde: but the (cull 
nothing amazed,beganne afoze all the people to ſay thus. 
Mer Pailtors quoth, he J was once a ſcholler, tbough A 
am now a lcull,and then A learned this al — 


w — 


fin,Caure, fi non Caſtd· Aue charily;1f not chaſfely - Be 


not ſo fozwardbe in your follies that you viſcouer your - 


faultes tothe whole wozld - and eſpec:a;ly was this ſpo⸗ 
ken to men ofthe Church, foz in that they know mach, 
and doe deho2t others from vice, the people looke 
their liues and their learning ſhould agree: but when 
they offend ſo grolely as Paiſter Pꝛioz. thzough-his ill 
grample, tobzing a whole houſe in launder, then are 
they woꝛthy ol double puniſhment: Foz we know Friers 
are men, and J warrant you, there is a great many- in 
Englano haue done as much to others as he hath done ta 
the lmiths wife. e yet haue ſcapt without diſcredit: J hope 
- myLo2d Abbof, if you enter into your owne conſcience, 
you can verifie as much, and therefoze ſeeing be was ſo 
care leſſe of his credit. let bim foz euer after (to anow per. 
petuall infamie ofthe houſe) be baniſht out of the Pri. 
orie. Co this they al} agree i the peoplMhat heard this 
collation, ſaid Tom Scull was wozthie to be Prior wheres 
vpon the Abbot and the Friers conſenting, and ſeeinghe 
had good learning, furned away the old Prior and made 
Tom Scull Prior in his dome: thus was the Prior pu · 
niſht fo2 his Lecherie, the Smith renenged foz his Cuc⸗ 
kold2y, and the Scull foz his blowes, Numbled on a good 
pꝛomotion. R 


At this merrie fale of the Cobler, all they in the barge 
laught,and ſaide the Smith was well reuenged : yeg but 
quoth the Cobler ſs he was made a Cuckold, and with a 
heauy heade was the »wze Smich faine to go to his ham- 
mers, beeing euer after noted foz a Tuckolo thzovgh all 
Canterburie, There ſate a Smith hard by, who grieued 
at this, that hee ſhould deſcant ſo vpon his occupation, 
and the rather in the noſe, 


perchaunce hee fooke pepper in 
becauſe he was ofthe ſame fraternitie, if not with a Pri- 
er, vet with ſome other good follow. and therefv2e in a 
mute he began thus to reply. 2 Cobler guoth $66, 
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pe. — — —— haus wozs hoznes: 
and tis a Nune exempfeth 
the olde wꝛiters haue had it in ſach queſtions, chat they 


doelt thou hold þ Smith in ſach derillon becauſe he was 


from none: pea, 


hane ſet downs diuerſe degrees of Cuckolvs : Pea mary 

quoth the Gentleman, Tarlton in his Pargafozy bath 

deuided them into that lots. Tuch quoth the Smith. 

Tarlton was a Ihle, oz he that wzit ths Boke,foz fo te ll 

pou truth, there be eight degrees, and that I can pꝛooue. 

At this there was a great laughter. e euery man deſired / 
him fo tell what they were, that J will quoth the Smith — 


they be thele. 
The eight order of ( wekelat, 


1 Machomite. 
2 Heretike. 
3 Lunaticke. 
| 4 Patient. 

* Cuckold 5 Incontinent, 
6 By conſent. 
7 By Act of Parliament. 
8 Innocent. | 


And becanſe{quoth the Smith) they may ſome darke 65.4 
and obſcure to you, J will bztefly make an expoſition of 
them to pou, and that is in this manner. 


The expoſition of the eight degrees 
of Cuckolds. 
1 Cuckold Machomite is an ancient Cuckold, who . 
hath bone married ſoms thirtie 02 fourtie peres, and euer 
lince his firft marriage hath continued content in that e- 
Tate being ſo knowne 4 notified amonſt his Neighbozs, 
therefoze being the oldeſt he is the lozmoſt. 


2 Cuckold Hereticke, is h that hauing a faire wite 
an 


13 er I 
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and hone, in ſo blinded trith teatoulte and ſulpitis 
he thinks her fo bs as diſponaſt as the bett, but indev (5 
none, and thersfoze conlames himſelf as an herefie, 


3 Cuckold Lunaticke is he that being a Cuckold con. 
telues ſuch in ward griele. that he nude his paſſions to 
fake no reft, but as a man diſtrackt from his lenſes,doth 
all things ſo out ofo2der, as though he were Lunaticke: 
and therefoae hath this title ſoʒ his hamozs frenz(e. 


-.. © Cuckold Patient, is he that being imple of himſelfe, 

dares not controll the bnbzidled affections of his wife, 
and ſo with patience doth ſaffer himſelſe to he toꝛnuted⸗ 
and therefoze is called, Cuckold Patient. 


5 Cuckold Incontinent, is he that marries hinifelfe 
fo a wifeof « light diſpolition, who maketh him a Cac- 
old the very firſt day of his marriage. ; 


6 Cuckold by conſent, is he that of all other Cuckolds 
is molt infamous, whois not only headed as bzavely as 
the reſt, hath ono of light eonuerſation but foſtereth 
his wife vp in her follies, e is content to keps the doe 
to his wines laſcinious wanfonnefle,conſenting to moze 
then the trumpet is aſhamde toperfozme. 


7 Cuckold by Act of Parliament, is ſuch a one that 
when he takes his wife faultis, is not content ſecretly to 
puniſh the offence, but goes fo law with the man foʒ re · 
compence: the Queſt giuing him perhaps foz damage 
ſome i d. ob. whereby it is regiſfred in the Court by his 
owne pꝛoote that he is a Cuckold: and therefvze is hee 
called Cuckold by Act of Parliament, 


8 Cuchkelte Innocent , is when a roung man 
marrpeth a Palde oz a Wife, whom hee _—_— 
| 8 
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ts be a maid,and vet hath plaid falſe befoze and perhaps 
hath hav a childeoz two; inmaryting þimto ſuch a one, 
bets called, Cuckold Innocent. 


Thus quoth the Smith you haue heard my degrees, 

| and their expoſition : and becanſs I will bs gutt with the 

Cobler foz the Tale of the @mith, gine me leaue a little 

and you ſhall heare a merry Jeſt, but becauſe J will let 

vou know what manner ol man he was,befoze his Tale 
bears his deſcription. 


The Deſcription of the Smith. 


His Smith was a quaint fire, . 
As merrie as bird on brier. 


„ Eis countenance aye, buxome and blich, 
His face full coaly and full black, 

Hued like vnto a Colliers ſacke, 

Or as if it had beene ſoile in the mieer,r 
Full of wrinkles was his cheekes with the fier 
Well he could ſweat and ſwinke 
And one that aye loued good drinke, 

For hard by his Forge alwaies ſtood. 
A ſtond of Ale nappie and good: : 
Which made the collour of his noſe 
Like to the fire when it glowes: 
His heade great, his browes broad, 
Able to beare a great load, 
As no man might hold it ſcorne 
Ou his head to graft a horne. 

His coates were fit for the weather, 

His pilch made of ſwines leather : 

So was his breech, and before 


6 


—” 7. 4» "FL 0 


A duſtie apron he wore: 361 
„ Wherein not to faile. 0 
Cn. Wm a horſeſhooe maile: 
| ' Andfortofichimeuery ride, * + 

Hung an hammer hy his ſide. 
Thus attireckthe Smith gan ſay, 
What beſelbon u Sommers day. 

The Smith: Talc. | 
Containing a pleaſamt ĩeſt of a'icalout'Cobler, and how 
| forall his ſuſpicion, he was cunninglymade Cuckold. 


I N Ruſnney ut ſhh by wwe Dea Coalt; there dwel- 
led a Cobler, a merrie fellow, and ofhis middis age: 
who was woont, on wozking-daies, to chaunt it out 
af his wozke,and on hotydaies to beftirre his tumpsin 
the Church · xeard ſo mexrrily after a crowd, that he was 
werbe loued of all the country wenthes and noted fo2 the 
flower ofgod-fetlowſhip thꝛonghout all the pariſh. This 
Cobler keeping ſhop fo; himſelfe, had in houſe with him 
an old mother vor his, who being ag it wers his feruant, 
deſirons to lis moze at eaſe, wilht him io take a UWlite: 
the Cobler was loth to be perſwaded to-mariage , and 
* the reaſon was,fo2 that he feared to be a cuckold : pet at 
laſthe caff his exe on acoantryLalle, that was a blithe 
EH wench, and the chiefe of all the Paides of 
old Ninntiey: to her wasthis ioily-Codler a ſater, and 
after a litle woing(as women muſt be got with pzai- 
ſes and pꝛomiles) the Cobler taught her, and married 
they mult be in all haſts: which done, they liued piea⸗ 
ſantly together as foles do pꝛeſẽtiꝝ after their wedding; 
but after the honnis mone was pad the like a god hul- 
wife fell to her wozke, to ſpin, and carde, and ſuch ather 
derdes of huſwifery as belonged to the pzofite of her 
houſe : the Cobler loned her 2 , an). ſhee wanted 
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nothing 
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Then che Cobler of Rumney ſhall a Cuckold bee. 


nothing that might latiſse her humour. oily thee was 
charged by her huſband, not td ges ab2vade a goſſeping 
With her neighbours: in ſo much, that: sicher on woz- 
king daies oz on holy daies, when all the wines in 
Rumney went to be merrie, ſute was faine (as a poze 
pꝛiloner) to keepe home: which although the paſſed ouer 
with ſilence aud patience, ſo yet ſeeing dis tealoufte 
was without cauſe , ſhee bowed with herſelfe if euer a 
friend 4 oppoꝛtunitie lerued to her minde, to make him 
weare the hozne an inch longer then all his neighbozs: 
but he kept her ſhozt from that, foz euerꝝ day when ſhes 
was at home, ſhe ſate by him in the hop where he ſung 
like a Higdtingale, hauing his eye neuer of his wines 
face; 03 if ſhe ſate within, her mother in law an old 4ea- 
lous woman boꝛe her company; if hee went to fetch wa- 
ter, her mother was at her elbow; whatſoener the did, oz 
whither ſoeuer hee went, to be bziefe, her huſband, oz 
his mother was at one end, which grieued the pong wo- 
man: Do ſaſpicious and iealous was the Cobler, that 
all Rumney talked of his folly : and to bere him as they 
paſſed by, would ſay to him; Ah neighbour good morzow 
now that you haue gotten a faire wife, we hape ta haus 
you one of the bzotherhode, and that the Cuckow in A- 
pꝛill map ſit and ſing in your houſe, as well as with your 
poꝛe neighbours J feare not thatquoth the Cobler, let 
her do her wozlt, J will ge ue her leaue, meaning that he 
kept luch varrew watch ouer her. as he could neuer be 
deceiued, & therefoze euerp day his wife ſitting by him 
when he was yearking ot his ches, e ſhe at ber whale, 
then he would chat out this ſong. 


T be Coblers ſong, 


. the Nobilitie pull downe their towers, 
Their manſion houſes and ſtately bo wers: 


And with ſtone and timber make Hoſpitalls free: 


When 


rr. 50 


When Gentlemen leaue of their peacockly ſutes, 
And that all their workesare charities — 
Tendring the + on ncedic they! — 
Thenthe Cob er, & 40 


When Vſurers run vp and doume with their fold 2 
And giue it to them from whom it was pould 

And Colliers ſacks ouer great you do fee, 

Then che Cobler, &c. | 


When Weſtminſter Hall i * uite without benches, 
And Southwarkg Bankeſide hath no prettie wenches, 
When in ee on ge, no iades you can * 
Then the Coblersc 


When Maides hens marriage, and loue to | ue chaſte, 
s forſooth till ſoureſcore be paſt : 

An loue not that yongmen their beautie ſhould ſee, 

Thepthe Cobler, KC: THE 


When wiues are norwilfull, burneedes will obay, 
When ſilent and ſpeechleſſe they fir a whole day: 
When Goſlipy do meete, and no words willde, 
Then che Cobler,&e, | . 


s When womens congues do 2 
And ſhoamakers giue not their maiſters t . 
When Cuckold and Keepers dere 10 

Then the Cobler Acc. E 's 


When Tapſter and Ale · wiues from Barwick to n 
Fill thirdingdeall pots till the drinke run ouer, 
Whenthe quart is ſo older no froth you can ſce, 
Then the Cobler,&c, 22 


has Smiths forſweare to ar eco. als * 
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Andliue 3 liquor while their noſe be pales... 
When in Vintners wine no mixture poles, 
Then the Cobler, &c. 


When Dutch amen hate butter, and the Spaniards an, 
When Cardinals do want a Trull by their bas: * 014 b. 
When the Pope like Peter humble PRO but 
Then the Cobler, &c. Seele via ns 


Euery day did the Cobler bſe to fing this ſong, and 
poor rr os Arrays renin php 
a pong lu ow, pꝛoper nage, of a co p 
ſage, curteous. gentle, and —— as this 
Coblers wife could haue wiſhed to her Paramour if 
time and oppoztunitie would haue fandured her tancie: 
and the Smith ſering what a ſmieker woneh the Cob- 
lers wife was, and what aiealdugfolsthes had to her 
huſband, ſozrowed at the god foꝛtune vt the Coblr that 
he had ſo faite a wife, and wiſhed that hee tould finde 
meanes to haue luth a dne his friend: Upon this, bering 
nert neighuoꝛs aud theithouſes iopning together, the 
Smith would oftentimes: — him) 
come to the Coblers ſhop and talke-with hun; whevebe- 


twen the Smith and 85 Coblers wife paſſed ſuch glan- 


: N 
— a 
” 


tes, that he pert —— no want, but plate and 
oppoztunitytofulft veſires. One day among the 
reſt. . — yang couple; that ths Cov- 
ler went fozth to buy leather, and left dis mother and 
his wife in the ſhop: the old woman not hauing ſlept the 
lat night, was heauit and felt aſlepe, and the yong wo- 
man late ſinging at her wozke - The ſomith perceiuing 
this, laid by his dammers and went to the ſtall, where 
he — bis neighbour, and ſhe returned hun the liks 

curteſie. 
_ Atlaſf/(&ing the old beldame was ſure, he began to 
reueale 


2 On 


reueale vnto her, how long he had loned her, and how he 
was.ſozy that ſhe was combzed with ſuch a one, as foz 
his iealouſie, aboue all other men dsſerued lo be made a 
cuckold: ſundꝛy ſpeeches paſt betwæne the Smith and 
the Coblers wife, till at laſt ſhes role, and gaue him her 
hand, that ſhee loued him better than any man in the 
wozld, and would (if any occaſion would ſerne ) euer 
ſtriue to content him. Then ſweat heart,quoth he, do me 
but this faugur ; faine to mozrow ſome oceaſion to go to 
Pour mothers, and came on the farther (ive of the way 
kalt hr ſuch a doe, and then let me alone fo2 oppoztuni- 
tie toſatiffie hoth our defices , To this ſhe agrede, and 
the went ta his cheppe - pzeſently the alde wa⸗ 
man wahed, the Cobler came home, and all was 


At night. when they were in bed, taking bim about 
the uecke; e kift him, and told him that tertaine of her 
friends met to moꝛrome at her mothers, and that ſheg 
would faine gae and ſe them. I pꝛaꝝ you god huſband; 
quoth ſhe, let your mother and J go together, J will not 
partout ofher ght. neither will we make any long tari· 
ance; the huſband ſoꝛ ſhame could not deny this requeſt, 
but grantod it:-whereupon the next mozning ſhegot her 
vp, and on with her holy day apparell, and made hex as 
ane as fine might bee: The Cobler l@ing his wiſe ſo 
frickt vp in her cleans linnen, beganne to bee iealous, 
and eajied his mother afive, and charged hor by that loue 
ſha bare him, nat to let his wife part aut ol her companie 
tl he came hame aggine; whichſhe pzomiſed with an 
oath: ſe away tber went, and the Cobler hee late him 
dolvne and began to ggg. 

;. he Smith, that all this day was nat idle, had cam. 
pounded: with an olde waman, b whole haute ſhe mul 
paſſe, to faueur them with houſe-rame . and reuea- 
led unta her, all the matter: whoſe wiſe it was, aud 


how he would haue his purp ama 
if 3 


e ble 


froth ſonne quoth ſhe, J haue hard much talke of that ica- 
tous cobler, and J would do my endetour tomake the 
alle weare a hoꝛne: vpon this they reſolued,and lhe lik t 
well of his policie, and ſatde lonehad many {hiftes : at 
laſt, the Smith ſpied his miltreſſe all in her bzauerie, 
comming with her mother in lawe : the old wile was 
ready, t as the palt by the dooze,th:ew a great bowle full 
of bloudy water. right vpon her head, that all her clothes 
and cleane linnen was marred, being ſs berayed that the 
could go no farther. Alas miſtreſſe quoth the ud wo- 
man, J crye vou mercie, what haue J done? full ſoze it 
was againſt my will: but fo2 Gods ſake come into the 
houſe, and ſhift you with cleane linnen: if pon haue nons 
at home J will tend you of the beſt that J haue: goe in 
daughter. quoth her old mother in law it is a chaunce, 
and againſt a ſh:ewde turns ſometimes, ns man may be: 
Ile go home as faſt as J can, and go fetch pou cleaue 
linnen, the whiles dziepou your gowne, and make all 
things elle ready. J pzay pou do good mother quoth the, 
and then way goes her mother in law: and as ſoone as 
ſhe was out of doozes, the old woman led her into an ins 
ward parloz where the Smith was: and there theſe two 
— by this policie made the iealous coblex weare the 
one. 

Ulhiles thus they were ſolating themfelnes the old 
Wife ſhe came ſtumbling home, and fo2 haſt had like to 
bꝛeahe her necke ouer the thꝛechold, her fall made the 
cobler ſtart: and when he ſaw it was his mother, and 
that he miCed his wife, he was halle mad, aſkedhis mo- 
ther haſtily where the was : the old womanthozt win- 
ded, was almoſt out of bzcath and foz a good ſpace late 
puffing and blowing to fetch winde; at laſt ches 'cryed 


out: alas derefonne,fuch achaunce as neuer was heard 


ol las we went ihꝛough old Rumney, bard by the church, a 
woman thꝛew out a bowle of blouvy water right vpon 
our wines hende, which bath ſo berayed her _— 

We er 
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her gowne, that che could go no further andlo I as 
kaſt as coulo came running home foz cleane ciothes:oh 
toꝛ the paſſion of God mother quoth he, bis to her che, 
and get her cloathes ready, (oz it may be a fetch to make 
the pooze Cobler a Cuckold; a hozne mother is ſoong 
graſted: with that the old woman go! all in a readineſſe. 
and away ran the Cobler :; his mother togeither. Weil 
the two louers out at alittle hole keyt good watch and 
warde, that anone they ſpied where the Cobler and his 
mother came trudging: in went yis wife, and ſate her 
downe by the fire, where the co bler tounde her only ſic- 
ting with the old woman in her peticoate, d2ying her 
gowne, aſſone as the ſaw him ſhe weyt: and he, although 
he grieued at the miſchance, yot ſoz that he ſpied her in 
no company, he was ſatiſſied, and wiſht her to be con · 
tent, « ſent foz a pot of bere oʒ two to make her d2inke 2 
and after he had ſeene all well and his wife in her cleang 
apparrell. ſetting them a little on the way; home he went 
againe fo his ſhop, and his wife went to her mothers, 
where an houre oz two ſhe paſt away the time in chat, 
and then returned home with her mother in-law. Thus 
the cobler was not ſuſpitious of his wines beeing a- 
bꝛoad, but tooke her miſfoztune foz a chaunce, and the 
Smith euery day accozding to his woonted cuſfome, 
would come and chatte with bis rieighbour the cobler, 
and ſometimes founde oppoztanitie to talke with the 
wife, but neuer out ofthe hop: on a day the cobler be- 
ing from home, and the old woman within peecing of her 
boſe, the Smith came to the Chop, and finding her alone, 
began to lay a plot, how to make her buſvanda cuckold, 
while he held the dooze, hee pzomiſt it he woulp deuile 
it, he would put it in pzactiſe, and ſo agred. they conclu⸗ 
ded betwene themſelues, and they bzought it cunning- 
ly to palle thus. 

At chaunced within a foztnight after, that as the cob- 
ler and his wife lag in bud, iyee fell on a great * 
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her huſbande demanding the cauſe, ſhe made him [this 
anſwer:J will tell yon huſband affrange thing *ſdif is, 
that this other day, when vou went to buy leather, my 
mother and J ſate in the hop, and the fel faſt aſleep, your 
neighbour the Smith he(as his cuſtome is) came to the 
windo we, and ſeeing my mother a flepe began to tourt 
me with faire woꝛds and large pꝛomiſes, and told mee, 
that if would finde the meanes, that when yon were 
out, would let him lye with me, he would giue me foz- 
tie ſhillings. Jſhakt him off as well as J could, but be 
would haue no nay at all, but thzew foure angels into 
my lappe, wherevpon J tooke the golde, foz me thought 
they were foure faire peeces, and pꝛomiſed him that to 
mo:row pou went foozth and my mother too, and then 
he ſhould finde me alone in the chamber. Upon this hee 
went away,and left me the gold,and therfoze if it pleaſe 
you, to mozrow J thinke god you ſhould faine pour ſelfe 
to go abꝛoade and mp mother too, and then hide pon in a 
chamber hard by, and as ſone as he is come in, vou may 
ſtand at the doze and heare all our talke and when you 
heare mee conſent, then bzeake in, and take the Smith. 
and ſwinge him well, and J warrant you huſband, there 
will dinerſe commodities riſe of it: for net only we ſhal 
haue this gold, and get moze foz amends; but euer after 
be rid of ſuch a knane. 

This motion pleaſed the Cobler well, the rather be⸗ 
cauſe the Smith p2ofelt to be his great friende, and pet 
would ſeeke to do him ſuch dilgrace:vpon this toncluſl⸗ 
on they relolued and ſo fell a ſleep. The next day in the 
afternone, the Cobler fained himſelfe to go out, and his 
mother with him, and after comming home, at a backe 
dooze went vp into the nert chamber a hid themſelues. 
By and by, accoꝛding to pꝛomiſe tame the Smith: and 
went roundly vppe to the chamber, where he found the 
Coblers wife: wherefoꝛe ſtrait ſhutting the dore with 
a boult on the inſide, hee fell to ſet vppe plumes on — 

Coblers 
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Cablers head - ptæce, the cobler he very eaſily got to the 
dos with a great pollax in his hand, and began to liſten: 
wich that bee heard the Smith offer faire to his wife- 
nay(quoth ſhe)J haue kept pꝛomiſe with vou, foz J one · 
ly pzomiled to let you bp into my chamber: tuch quoth 
be, this is but a cauill, and many woꝛds paſt betwæne 
them: the Cobler and his mother ſtanding at the doe 
with her nay, and his yea, fill the Cobler had a ncw 
b:owe-antler growne out at his old bozaes; and then lhe 
- anſwered him, ſeeing nathing would content him, be 
ſhould haue his pleaſure: with that the Cobler was rea 
dy to ruſh in, but that his mother Waid him, and bid him 
heare further: and doeſt thou meane god faith, quoth the 
mith? yea, wherefoze els (quoth the coblers wife) came 
we into this place: why then (quoth the @mith) heare 
what J will ſay to thee: Doeſt thou thinks , though we 
be here in ſecret, that our faits will not be ſæne openly: 
that though thy huſband knowes not of i and that it is 
kept cloſe from the wo2ld, that there is not one aboue 
that lees all.e will reuenge it: yes vilde ſtrumpet as thou 
art, and fo2 this cauſe came J to tris the:thou haft an ho- 
neſt man to thy huſuand, who lones the nioze deerly then 
bimſelfe and wozks hard to ſuſſet tha that thou thait not 
want and wilt thou in his ablence w2ong him: thinke if 
euer thou doſt it, it will come aut, thou ſhalt be reuenged 
with open hame:J am thy huſbands dæreũꝭ friend, with 
whom J am daply connerſant, edoeft thou think J could 
find in my hart fo offer him luch iniurp:no:t then art not 
thou moze to blame, that being the wife ol his boſome, 
wilt betray thy huſband, whois deerer to thee then all 
friends; fie vpon tha bud woman, fare tha wel t amend? 
A will not pet tell thy huſband, vnleſſe 3 ſpie the pꝛooue 
light,but J hal neuer thinke weil ofthe while J live, c 
with that he opened p chũ ber dw2e,e the tobler chopt in, 4 
taking the ſmith by p hand.ſaid neighboꝛ J thank you fo: 
your god counſell J haue heard all þ 9 p paſt 
E eiwane 
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betwe&ne you and my wife , andfruely: and with that 


the Cobler wept, J am heartily glad Jhane ſuch a fru- 


ſtie friend to whom in my ablence at any time, becauſe 
my mother is an old woman, Imap commit the oner- 
ſight ofmy wife: and trueiy neighbour quoth he, J p;ay 
vou thinke neuer the wozſe ol her, fo2 (he told me the 
whole matter. + appointed me to ſtand at the dwze, that 
when you ſhould haue offered her any diſcurteſie,J might 
haue ruſht in and haue taken you -ſo that J perceiae you 
areas honeſt as ſhe, and ſhee as honeſt as you, and that 
pour meanings were both alike. A am glad of that, quoth 
the Smith, that you haue ſo vertuous a wife, J hope J 
haue done the part of a friend, fo pleaſure my neighbour: 
you haue done ſo,quoth the Cobler, and therefozeere we 
part, weele dzinke a quart of wine. Do the Cobler be- 
ffowed god cheereon the Smith, and euer alter actomp · 
ted him fo2 his friend, and whenſoever he went ont of 
towne, committed the charge ofhis wife to the Smith, 
who at all times had keis egreſle and regreſſe tothe Tob- 
lers houſc, without ſuſpition. 


This tale ofthe Smith made all the company fo laugh 
and the cobler he was ſtarke madfo2 anger, ſaying : that 
il it had bene his caſe, he would haue ginen him wine 
with a cudgell: tuſh Cobler, quoth the Smith, neuer 
thinke but our art tan ſurpalle yours in ſuch wenching 
matters, and that a Smith can ſooner make a Cobler a 
Cuckold, then aCobler a Smith: vpon this they fell to 
iarres, and from wo2ds had falne to blowes.ifthey ofthe 
Barge had not partedthem : ſo at laſt they were quiet: 
and made friends. And then the Cobler he began to in- 
treate that they would go fozward in their merry ercer- 
ciſe, whercupon a gentleman ſifting by,ſaid, maiſters, 
it is ſo good to paſſe away the time, that to continue ſo 
honeſt a ſpoꝛt. J will be next: and thus therefoze J will 
deſcribe him. | 


The 


The deſcription ef the 
Gentleman. 


Is ſtature was ofa middle length, 
Well ioynred, of a good ſtrength, , 
Siken writes report to vs, 
— Troian Troilus: 
For he was of comely vi 
And his — — 
His haire in curled lockes hung downe, - 
And well I wotthecullour was nut bro wne: 
And yet it was full bright and ſheene, 
Such wore Paris I weene, 
When he ſailed co Græcia, 
To fetch the faire Helena, 

His front was of a ſiluer hue, 

Powdred thicke with veines blue, 

His eyes were luminous, 

Chriſtalyne and beauteous: 

Bray and ſparkling like the ſtarres, 

When the day her gh vp ſparres. 

His —— allies white, 

Or as Luna being bright: 

And yet — : 

Was ſhaddowed cullour Vermilion: 

That gazers all woulden ſuppoſe, 

How the Lillie and the Roſe, 

Did maken warre each with other, 
His ſuercoate was of Satten blew, *-— #7 
Like vnto a louer true: 

His hoſe were garded muy 
With many a broad gig veluet thong. 
His cloake grew large and ſid, E 
And a faire whinniard by his fide. 
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The 


The pummell guilt, and on his head 
He hada bonnet cullord red: 
An alder leefer ſwaineI weene, 
In the Barge there was not ſeene: 
And then thus he gan to tell. 

What in Cambridge a Tholler befell. 


The Gentlemans tale. 


Containing the, contrary fortunes that a ſcholler of 
Cambridge had in his loues. 


— 5) £ the Uniuerſitic of Cambridge, in 
\1 (/ Peters Yolell there lined a Scholler 
(I famous fez his learning, called Row- 

land, who being placed there by his 

4 J | friends, fo pꝛoſited, that he grew to be 
Zone ofthe feliows ofthe houſe, being in 
= great eſtimation foz the honeſtie of his 

life, and the ercellencie of bis learning: hee was a 

man as well p;opoztioned- as bee was qualified : and 

had as well bone corporis, as hep had bene <nims, and 
could as well play the wagge and the wanton abzoad,as 
he could apply bis Bwokes and ſtudy at home : amerous 
he was, (one that delighted to feede his eye with enery 
faire face, which after returned to his great pzeiudice thus 

It foztunev on a day in the ſunnner ſrafon, that fo; recre- 

ation he walked as far as Cherrihinton, to eate a melle of 

Creame, where being very pleaſant, as be (ate ieaſting 

with his Yoltells; there came in a Gentlemans daugh- 

ter inthe towne,a maide of excading beautie, ſo well 
p20pozttoned in the lineaments of her face, that Nature 
leemed to trie in her an experiment of her cunning. This 
girle, as wiſe as thee was faire, and as wanton as ſhee 
was witfte, came tn and queſtioned with the Yoſteſſe 
about ſome buſineſle ; Rowland ſeeing ſuch a Nimph 
come lwepting in, thought eyther Venus oz Diana had 
come. 


ot Canterbutie. 4 


tome in their country weedes fo bewitch mens fancies : 
he caſt his eye vpon the ercellencie of her phifiognomy 


with ſuch a piercing loke, that Lone entring by the eye. 


— wzong him at the heart, that foꝛſoth fancie her vffozce 
e muſt 

Nowe my young Scholler could doe nothing but 
gaze vpon her, foz Court her he could not vnlelle hee 
ſhould haue begun to woe her with ſome woꝛds of Art, 
oz ſome Ariomes of Phiioſophie. The young Gentie - 
woman ſeing the Scholler loke fo earneſtly vpon her, 
beganne to bluſh, and ſo taking her leaue of the Boſtells 
went her way. The Scholler feeing her gone out of 
do2es, thought ofths old pꝛouerbe: Faint heart neuer 
wonne faire Lady: and therefoze called fo her thus:faire 
Gentlewoman quoth he, pou may ſe we Schollers haue 
little maners, that holding the pot in our hands, will not 
make ſuch a weste ſaint as pou dzinke: how ſay pou 
Gentlewoman , will it pleaſe you to pledge me / The 
wily wench hearing. fuch a Schollerlike gratulation, 
ſeing by this ſalute, that Dcholiers had read of Loue, 
moze then they could fap of Lone : and thongh they 
conlde tell what was Latine fo2 a faire woman, yet 
could neither wooe her, noz winne her, turned backe as 
gaine, and with a lowe curteſie thanked him. Mee off 
with his tozner Cappe, (foz he was a Batcheler in 
Artes) and with a glauncing looke d2unke fo her: 
Sþ& like a wanton pledgve him with a ſmile. Row- 


land at this faking heart at graſſe, dept to her, and 


„ hand: beginning thus to holde her in 


Pour Towne hete (fo:doth) of Cherryhinton, hath- 
made me oft play the truant to come hitherfoz cheries: 
and as mine Yoſtes can tell, full many ameſle of creame 
haue J eaten in her hoaſe:foz we ſchollers are god copa- 
nions, t loue to be pteaſant: eſpecially if we might have 
the company of ſuch a faire rr as you — 

3 ere⸗ 


ien: 
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TherefozePifris,if I chaunce tb come to fowne fo eate 
a pound of cherries (i J may beſo bold)X wold trouble 
peu to take part with me; and if A meste you at Cam- 
bridge, the beſt wine in the Towne ſhall be your wel- 
come:the wench that had much ados to kerpe her counte⸗ 
nance) thought to feede him with her faire ſpeeches, till 
ſh& made him as fat as à lle, and therefoze made him 
this replie. Truelę fir,indede many Schollers come to 
Cherryhinton fo eate cherries : but fir, you are the firſt 
man that euer J dzanke withall: foz ®chollers be ſo full 
of their learning, and fine tearmes, that country- wen- 
ches cannot vnderſtand them, but J foz my part at the 
firit fight like of you ſo well, that if my leaſare (erne, 
whenſoeuer you come and pleaſe to ſend foz me, J will 
as long as I dare beare you company, but now fozlath 
time cals me away, and I muſt be gone. With all my 
heart quoth Rowland, but truely we muſt not part 
without a kiſſe which ſhe willingly tooke at his hands, 
and went home: where aſſone as lhe came, ſhe reuealed 
all to a young Gentleman that lay in her fathers houſe, 
who was ſure toher:they laughing heartily at the (chol- 
lers Courting , and reſoluing to make good ſpozt with 
him ere they had done. But Rowland he that thought e- 
uery (mite was afancie, and euery maide that laughf 
on him, loued him, coniectured aſſuredip by the familiar 
curtcſie of the gentlewoman, that ſhe was greatly affec⸗ 
tionate towards him: wherevpon he began to enquirs 
of his hoſteſſe whoſe daughter (he was, of what wealth 
her father was, what childꝛen he had, and what Dow- 
rie the maide was like to haue to her poztion,as a man 
reſolued the woman was already wenne, becauſe ſhe 
had giuen him ſuch gratious fauours, The Yoſtelſe as 
well as ſhe could, told him all: which done he payed his 
ſhot, and went to Cambridge, where he began altogether 
to muſe ou the beautie of his miſtris,and to laꝝ an hun- 
Ned plols in his heade what were beſt to be vone:at _ 
e 


OI Canterburie. 


he reſolged fo ſend a letter fo her, to ſignifie his loue: 02 
elle to go himſelfe, to carry two oꝛ that of his fellowes 
with him, and ſo to diſcourſe vato her how he loued her; 
but at the laſt he fully determined with himlſelfe to wzite 
vnto her: wherefoze taking pen and inke in his hande, 
wzote a letter to her to this effec. 


Rowlands Letter tothe faire Maide of . 
| Cherryhinton, 


Jftris Marian, Ariſtotle the great Philoſopher; foz 

all his wil was in lone with Hermia: and Socrates 
the lage, could not ſo farre ſubdue his paſſions, but that 
he fell in feakes with Zantippa: Schollers as they read 
much of loue, ſo when they once fall in loue there is no 
ho with them till they haue their loue. The fineſt glaſſe 
is molt b2ittle, and the beſt Schollers ſooneſt ouergone 
with fancie. oz an inſtance, was not Onid as depe in 
lone, as he was excellent inlearning- A bzing in theſe 
compar iſons, Miſtris Marian, becauſe the other Sunday 
being at Cherryhinton, .and ſ&ing your ſweet ſeife, J 
was ſoonerfaken with pour beautie,and god behautour, 
that euer ſince the remembzance of your face could ne- 
uer out of my fancie: no2,J thinke neuer hall, although 
Achould be dzencht in fo2getfull flonds of Lethe. See- 
ing theamy affection is ſo great, J pzay you conſider of 
me, and be not ſo vnkinde, but let me haus lone foz loue: 
and though here in the Uniuerſitie you ſee me ſimple, yet 
my parents at home are men of god parentage, t what 
J want in wealth, J hall ſupplie in learning: ponder 
with pour ſelfe, and read but the lines andanſweres of 
the Philoſophers, and ſee how they vſed their wines, 
with what curteũe, how euer the women were the molt 
Maifters, and had the Boueraintp, which they defire. 
Thus hoping you will conſider of my lone, deũriug you 
to ſend me an anſwere, A bio you farewell. 
Yours in duſt and aſhes, Rowland. 
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When he had thus finiſhed this letfer, hie thought to 
ſhew himſelle ſomewhat poeticall, and thought a letter 
was not woztb a ruſh vnleſſe there were ſome verles at 
the latter end, and there he affixed as a poſtſcript this a⸗ 
mozous ditty. 


Rowlands ſong to his Miſtris. 
A Pproch in place Pierides, 
{ A My vaine in verſes to bend: 
Dam: Chryſeis which gau ſt Homer ſucke, 
Thy tender teats me lend. 


Alcmena thou which Toue didſt rocke, 
In cradle full of ioy: 

Eke ſwathe me in thoſe ſwadling clowts, 
Account me for thy boy. | 


Yea Naiades and pretty Nimphs, 
Thaton Parnaſſus dwell: 

Lend me your Muſe that I may now, 
My miſtris beauty tell. 


How that in beauty ſhe doth paſle, 
Venus the Queene of Loue: 

To whom, if I do gaine her grace, 
Iwill be Turtle Doue, 


Therefore my deere conceive my griefe, 
And thinke how ] do loue thee: | 
And in fome lines ſend me releefe 

For time and truth ſhall prooue mee. 


Thus hoping pen and paper ſhall 
Thy mind to me ſhort tell: 

But loue me as I do loue thee 
And ſo my deere farewell. 
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T both ſiniſhed — — 
ſent them by a conuenient meſſenger the next ſater- 
dap to Chery-hinron, and that fozſath was his 
Doſteſſe : who very 02derly lent fo; the Gentlewoman to 
her houſe, t delinered the letters to her, with earneſt com⸗ 
mendations from fir Rowland. The Gentlewoman in 
outward ſhew ſermen to accept them as gratefuily, as - 
he ſent them louingly, and ſo hied her home : where pꝛe⸗ 
ſently the called foz her new -betrothed-huſbanne , aud o⸗ 
ther gentlemen her friends, and reuealed vnto them how. 
the had receiued letters from her new Lover the Schol⸗ 
ler. All they flocked about her, ta heare what excellent 
ſtuffy was contatged in ſo learned a mans letter: hut 
when ther heard how like a Phtloophicall ſole be Wait, 
they all in a Spnode peremptoztly concluded, that the 
greateſt Clarkes were not the wileſt men: and J mar- 
uaile of that, quoth ene of the company : ſoz two. rea- 
ſons: foz the one, haus heard this old ſaid ſaw. that loue 
makes men D2atozs, and affection whetteth- on eio⸗ 
quence : ſecondly, there was none moꝛe amozous then 
Ouid(yet a pꝛoloũ d ſcholler) inſomuch that he wit tha 
bokes de arte , und fo did Anacreon, Tibullus, aud 
Propertius. Pes hut, quoth another, as (der were (chol- 
lers ſo were they well bought vp in the Court · and 
knew as many externall matters, as theydidinwarde 
Painciples - but beware my maſters,when aſcholler is 
once bzought vp in the Untuerſtties, and hath no other 
bzinging vp but plaine ef to plod in, nos converleth 
with none but his bokes, and then hap to fall in loue, 
trull me he will be as ignozaut to woe as the Plough- 
man to dilpute, thinking that womans fancies are wn 
with figures, and their thoughts onerrreacht with the 
guiddities of Art: but of all that euer I heard wit, this 
ſetfeth downe his minde the moſt ſole: and therefoze 
quoth Marian hail he be anſwered as folidhly, foz J my 


ſelfe will be Decretary. Nay _ diuerſe of the _ 


el 


men, wee will put in dur verdic> with yon : No quoth 
ſhee trye but a womans witte: thats knauiſh enough 
quoth one of them: and ſtepping ts her ſtandich cher 
wꝛote thus. 7 


Marian of Cherryhinton to Sir Rowland of 
Cambridge, health. 


—— Rowland, J retetued pour letters, where 
in J perceiue that Schollers in loue ace like to a 
Sow'\n pig under an Apple- tree. which either haſtily 
mult haue a drab, 03 elſe looſe their Jitter. JA bzing 
in a country tompariſon blame me not, in that J am a 
Country wonch, and haue none butplaine country Lo- 
gicke, but whatfoeaer J wzite, J meane well. Indeede 
rightly you lap, that the fineſt glaſle is moſt bꝛittle, an 
the bet Schollers ſooneſt pinched with Loue, which J 
thinke to be trus: fo; aſſoone as euer J ſaw von. How 
your eyes waited vpon my faco, as an obied of your de- 
light, J take you to be to Vile, kind, and amorous: and 
therefo2e ſeeing euer ſinte ou haue beene paſſionate , if 
were great pattie that you ſhoulde not haue ſoz pour 
paines (euen as wee v(s in a homely pzouerbe) a coun» 
try ſacke full oflone : and the rather vou induce mee fo 
thinke well of pou, that you bzing in the examples of A- 
riſtotle and Hermia, and of Socrates and Zintippa : 
whereby vou ſeeme fo pzomile, that J ſhall as they had, 
enioꝝ the ſoueraintis; and that if I be line them in con- 
ditions, vou will be as ſuffering as they in patience- vet 
will J neither be ſo pꝛoud towards veu as Hermia, foz 
ſhe ridde Ariſtole with a ſnafflelike a hozſe : noz ſo wal- 
piſh as Zantippa, fozihe erownd Socrates with a Cham- 
berpof,' but betweene both: and lo wiſhing you hope the 
belt J bid you farewell. a 


Yours neuer, if not euer, Marian 


of C hinton. 
8 Alter 
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After the dad done her letter. | e might ſame 
to be no whit — — 8 


her bead on her hand, and in eticall faris w 
loner thele verles, * _ 


CMarians verſes to Sir 
Rowland. 


are not my deare the ftormes of loue, 
For they are paſſing ſower: 
And ſometimes ſweet as hony comb, 
- Andall within an hower. 


Like to a Sunſhine Summers day, 
When Phoebus ſhewes amaine: 

And yet ere night from tanie cloudes, 
Dogh fall a ſhowre of raine. 


Fo hatſoeuer chaunce betide, 
| Or vrhatſocuer fall: 
+ Iffatherfrowne,ormother chide, 
Yer you mult bearewithall. 


For why?the Cuckow doth not come, 
In Aprill more ſure: 3 
Then I will fee my loue on thee, 
For euer to 


Thus wiſhing thee to thinlæe on me, 
In ſtudy or in ſtreete: 
Ibid you heartily farewell 
Till wee in Cambridge mecte. 
F  Vauing 
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| H Auing thus ended her long and the letter, hee talde 
-&the conuocation ofthe merry gentliemen and ſhew· 
ed them her humour in pꝛoſe, and her vaine inverſe: a(- 
king it thee had done it knauiſbly inough: rea quoth her 
betrothed huſband, and ſo exceeding well, that you ſhall 
ftand fo2 ſoure and twentie knanes (ill Chꝛiſtmas nert. 
Tuch quoth another, womens wittes are like Shef- 
field kmines, 1oz ti ep are ſometimes ſo keene as they 
will cutte a haire, and ſometimes ſo blunt that they 
muſt goe to the grindſtone. Thatis(quoth the ſecond) 
when you perſwadethem ts ftlonce oz obedjence, talke 
with them but in that doctrine, and they are mere dun 
ces. 

Thus they began lo deſcant of womens wit: but the 
gentlewoman doilx endugh left them all. g went e laid vp 
her letters till Saturday market - then ſhee went to his 
yoſtes,e deliuered them to her,earneſtly intreating her, it 
ſie ſaw ber Rowland, to tonnep that packet to him. 
The Holfefte pꝛomiſed her to da it faithfully, and effec- 
tually : and awaj*to Cambridge theo went, where ſcarce 
the was let with her butter and her milke, but ſhe ſpied 
fir Rowland come flinging downe the market hill, in 
his wide leeude Gowne; and his coznercappe,ſhen&de 
not to call him, foʒ he traight founde her out, and ſhee as 
ſone dehneredhiu}-the packet: ſir RowWIand thankt her: 
and away he went to his iuvie to reade the contents: 

* but it was too farre to Peters Hoſtell, and therefoze hee 
cald in at a Tauerne by the way ſoz a pinte of wine. and 
there he opened the letter, which when he had read, he 

perceived by the contents ſhee lauen him: foz hie ber- 
ing ſimple, perceiued not how (hee bobde toole with 
him: but taking every ieſt foz a ſentence, hee thought 
himſeife the. Paiſter of all wozlbly. content, and 
that Foztune conlbe not aduarice Him Higher on her 
whele, then to haue lo faire a maide to bis Paramour. 

Then hee viewed duer her verſes,_and in a great paſſi- 

on 
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onp2aiſed her Poetry, commended her wit, ſaying : foz 
Tature ſhe was luno, fo; beautie Venus, fog learning 
and qualities Pallas: thus in meditation of his letter, and 
his Lone, ſate pooze fir Rowland from eight a clocke till 


eleuen and then hearing the Hoſtell Bell ringe to din 


ner; foz feare hee ſhould looſe his halſe · penny chops, he 
put vp his letter into his pocket, and went his wap. Alter 
dinner ge feli tohis old vaine : got alone to be ſolifarie, x 
then late ruminating on the good ſucceſſe of his lones ac 
compting it rather to his p:ofeſſion then his foztune, foz 
be thought none ſo faire, chaſt, noꝛ rich, but a Scholler, 
might win with his Logicke. thus he paſſed ouer, day 
by day,tnſendingof letters to his loue, and diners times 
reſo2ting thither, but ſeldome could he ſpeake with her, 
foz that ſhes fained ſome excule ; only when hee meat to 
laugh, then he was foz his companp. But it fell out, that 
one Saturday aboue the reſt, fir Rowland mette her 
in Cambridge, and finding her with other of his neigh⸗ 
boars ſaluted her and would nedes welcome her to the 
towne with a pint of Wine, which thee fooke very kinds 
lv, that ſhe might ſooth him vp ſtill in his vaine ho pe, and 
foꝛlooth to the Tauerne ſhe and her companions went 
with him where they had good game at our Cambridge 
wooer: bat Marian taking him aſide, told hun that her fa- 
ther and her mother had intelligence of their loues and 
-as farre as thre could ton edure, it was by his hoſtelle: 
therefoze ſhee wild him not to make her pʒiuie to his (s- 
crets any moze, . noz to come to Cherryhinton but when 
theſent fvz him, which ſhold be as often as oppo2tujuitie 
would ſetue, hoping, thaugb ber father noi were nat fas 
ward vet in time he woulo conlent, t eſpetially.ithe law 
him Maiſter of artes: with this the ſeholler refed ſatiſ- 
' fied, and they dzanke their wine and departed. Thus be- 
tweene them paſſedon ali the ſummer, till the depe of 
winter, about Chziſtmas; when ſhe on a time 4 the ref 
ol the Gentlemen,dcſirous to 5 
| 3 
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haue ſome ſpozt with the Scholler, and ſo tauſed Marian 
ts lend a letter for hum, that he wonld come that night 
and ſpeake with her: which ſhe did; and he ( yo ze ſoule ) no 
ſoner recejued it, but in all haſte bied him in the froſtie 
evening to Cherryhinton : where when hee cams, hee 
firaight ſpake with Marian, and ſhe wiſht him fo tay in 
an old barne, while her father was at ſapper, and then 
ſhe would connep him into avack court, where he ſhould 
walke hard vnder her chamber vaze, and then when her 
father were zn bed, ſhe would let him in. The Scholler 
ffode there a While, and Marian came ſtraite and conduc- 
ted him into a ſquare tourt, whers Row land reſted him 
till her father ſhould goe to bed. The night grew darke, 
and with that paſſing cold. lo that Rowland waxed wea- 
ry of his landing. and wilht that her father were in bed: 
there &@d the psze Scholler ſhaking and trembling in 
his joints. till it was elenenof the clocke : then ſaw bee 
a light at the doe, and he heard Marian call him:ob bleſ- 
ſed houre thought he. that now J ſhall go both to a g 
fire ans to my loner. Sir Rowland (quoth the) be ſtill a 
while, my father E mpmother is gone to bed, but my b20- 
ther and two gentiemen-mozo are vp at tardes, and they 
haut but a ſet to play, and then they wilt ts their re&: 
alas ſweet heart (quoth he Jam almoſt ſtarued fo2cold, 
vet the hope that J haue to enioꝑ thy pzefence, oth com- 
fozt me, that I take all things with patience. The Gen- 
flemen that ſtod hard by and heard al this,laugyt at the 
ſcholler.and vp they went agame to their chamber to be 
merry but iii walkt poze Rowland, beating his bands 
about him foz cold, and expecting ſtill when his Lover 
ſhould call him: well, there he traneſt his ground ſill like 
a pery- pat etian, and only had the ſight ofthe heauens fo 
confemplate, tili it wa. about one of the clocke,and then 
came they all downe againe to laugh. 6 aſſone as he law 
the candle at the chinke of the dooze,he began to be com- 
fozted, and came thither, ſhaking e veating ol his dls 

ze. 
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ſoze that he could not ſpeake. Where are vou ſweet heart 
(quoth ſhe) alas how ſoꝛꝝ am J foz thy diſtreſle, thinke 
that the heart in my belly is as tolde fo2 griefe as thy 
iopnts are with the fro, faine would J haue the come 


in, but the looſers will not park play, and io they ſitte Kill 


thecefozeJ hope thou wilt weigh my credit. Dh Marian, 
(auoth he) and his teeth jarred one againſt another, that 
they could ſcarce vnderſtande him, J am itke to periſh 
wich cold, pet were it twice as ſroſty and the night thziſe 
as long, J would walke here rather than pꝛocure the 
viſparagment : gramercie ſweet loue (quoth the) t with 
that ſhe bid him be ill a while, and the gentlemen all fel 
a laughing to heare how kinde a fwle the ſcholfer was, 
and with what pationts he bid pennante: oh, quothy the 
one of them, that is but an of his Philoſs- 
phicall pzinciples,foz ho reaves in Tully ß 


Non oportet (aptentems in adwerſir dolore contidere. 
J quoth the ſecond)and Mimus Publius him t 
(quo! ublius gines him this 


Adverſi proba, vi firtiviw,com neceſſe fuerit, 
Patiemer inſult antew feras. 


Pou ſay well ( quoth the third) but let him w met 
make inſtante ofhiunlolfe fo2 ſuth ariomes, J will ra- 
ther be a warme COA — 
they can delcant vpon the pw2e miſerie, till 
the clock ſtroke thaee,- and then as they were comming 
downe, ther heard a noiſe at the doe which was tht: 


upp the ſtaires, all this mousd not my v 
firele to- pittie, but encreaſed their! 
m them come downe the Hatres, almoſt dead 
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he called out, who is there:oh wet heart it is thy Mari⸗ 
an, quoth ſhee. Then foz Gods ſake, quoth Rowland 
take pitie of my life, fo2 J am almoſt dead, doe but open 
the doꝛe, and let me ſit here vpen the ſtaires, that 3 
may haue ſome ſhelter ſrom the colde. Alas, quoth the, 
ſweet loue,thou thalt and thou wilt, but when the dooze 
is opened, it makes luch a noiſe, that it wakens the 
whole houſe. Kather quoth he, let me ſuffer death, then 
pou be diſcredited, fo2 if J were fo abide the ſtoue of Siſi- 
phus, the wheleof Ixion, the gripe of Prometheus, 4 the 
hunger of Tantalus, pet had A rather pocket vp all theſs 
toztures with patience, than bring thy credit within the 
compalle oftheleaſt pꝛeiudite: at this periode ſhe leſt him 
and vp they went,ſmiling at the conftancieaf Rowland. 
The Gentlemen they were llerpie, and went to bed, and 
Marian(as far as J can toniedure) though it were ſome⸗ 
what betoze the marriage, that night made tryall of her 
new betrothed huſband, where from the, ſhe lay with 
him till ix, and then if wared day light. and ſhe roſe: and 
remembzing her louer went downe, opened the. dooze, 
and found him almoſt ſenlleſſe: there wiping her eyes, 
as though ſhee had wept, ſh& perſwaded hun that ſhee 
was the moſt ſo:zrowfull woman in the wozld foz bis 
harpe froſtie night he had ſuffered, pꝛoteſting ſhe was 
falne into an ague,foz very feare and grefe ſhe had taken 
to lee him in ſuch diſtreſſe e could by no meanes red;eſle 
it: but god Row land ( quoth the) bo content, hie the to 
Campr 4 and take ſome hote b2othes, left by this 
meanes fall into a ſicknes,and then foz very ſozrow 
I die:no quoth Rowland, e hecould ſcarce ſpeake oz goe, 
feare not me, foz the hope of thy after fangurs, will be a 
fkicient camfozt foz me: and with that faking his leaue 
foz bis cold nights wozke he had a kifle, and io departed. | 
Mell, as wean as he was home he ſcambled, t got to his 
chamber, & diſcouered to a friend ot his. hom he was like 
£6 peril qt an extreame told he had taken, il he did — 
2 | mut 
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much koz him as to get him a phiſitis, who ſtraigbt went 
and bzought him a Doctoz, that with inward potions, 
and outward oyles and vnguents ſo wꝛought him, that 
hk recouered him to his fozmer health, although very 
hardly : fo he was ſo frozen in his loynes,and ſo nipped 
in the mulkells and ſinewes, that if his Phiſition had 
not beene god, he had periſhed. Jt was almoſt a quarter 
of a rere befoꝛe Rowland was froticke azaine: in which 
time Marian thinking he had loft her louer with a nutte. 
ſent him a pzoſent of apples to winne him againe, which 
bee reteiusd ſo gratefully, that he valewed the wozſt ot 
them wozth a felowſhip, eating them with ſuch an ex⸗ 
trao2dinaris taſte, that hee imagined them as ſwet as 
Ambroſia, and all fo2 that they came from his Marian. 
Thus continued Rowland in his amoz0ns humour, vn- 
fill ſuch times as Marian fozſwth muſt be marigd, and fo: 
that it was Aduent, there was no aſking in the Church, 
but they pꝛocured a licence the day befoze. As (hee and 
the reſt of her friends which were innited to the nup- 
tials, were merrily jeſting , oh Lo2d(quoth hee) I had 
almoſt fozgot my lelfe, to mozrow muſt be the wedding, 
and the b;ide is at Cambridge:why gentlemen, it were 
no bargains ifRowland wers not here, therefo2e quoth 
he, A will (end ſez bim, and lay ſuch a plotte that hee 
thall ve with vs ali dinner, e vet taſt none of our meate. 
J pꝛap vou quoth her huſuand, let vs ſa your cunning in 
that? Alas quoth one ot the Gentlemen, paze Rowland 
ts credulous. and whatſoeuer miſtris Marian ſaith; he 
thinks it is Goſpel, but if he will be ſo ſimple as to thinke 
that his laſt nights woꝛke is not a ſufficient warning, 
he is woꝛthie of whatſoeuer befalles. Tell, vpon this 
Marian ſent foʒ him, and come he did in the evening, 
where, to make my tale ſhoꝛt, ſhe made him walke in his 
wonted ſtatis till one of the clocke, then he let him in to 
a god fire, where he well warmed himlelte, and thee lo- 
uinglyp fate by pim, "4 the laſt nighls wozke 
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that hee abode ſopatiently : at laſt hes commanded the 
mapve to lar the cloath,that they might haue ſome quel- 
que choſe foz a reare ſupper, which they went buſily 
abcut - foz Rowland laid, hee was very hungry. As the 
cloth was laide,and they reavy co fit downe, the wench 
came running in, aud ſaid that her maiſter was riſing, 
t ſceing the light of the fire, was comming into the par⸗ 
lo: Alas, what ſhall J dw quoth Marian? hive me ſome 
where quoth Rowland, whiles he be gone fo bed. Come 
quoth ſhe,here ſtands a new truncke and a large, come 
luippe into it, and J will toꝛ a while rake vp the fire, and 
goe to bed while the old man be falne a leepe : with that 
Rowland whipt into the truncke,and ſhe lockt him in, 
ſtraight in a pleaſant bumoz went to her new huſband, 
where ſhe lay all night, and let Rowland ſafe ſhatte vp 
kez ſtarting,Stili lay he expecting when the hold come: 
but hearing nothing extremely weary foz very griefe,he 
tell a ſleæp till the next mozning. , 

+ TAhen the pwze (choller awakt, and enfred into con- 
fideration where he was, he began to be halle in ſuſpiti- 
on that he was mockt 4 abuſed, ftill he lay patiently till 
he heard them of the houſe ſay : God mozrow Piltrelle 
Marian, God ſend pou a god day:to day the ſunne {hines 
faire,you ſhalt have a clre day to your wedoing. This 
woꝛd went as told to his heart as a knife, that Marian 
could be marr ed 4 be made a fle to ſuffer ſuch diſpa- 
ragement of his credit: pet (as befoze)he was patient in 
ertreames, and fo rcſolyed with content to ſe the ſucceſſe 
of his abaſe. Well, to Church goe the Bzidegrome and 
the Bꝛide, with all their friends attendants,and maried 
they were with great ſolemffitie : this done, home they 
come to dinner, and after they were ſette and placed in 
the Pariour where this Trunke ſtode,they fell to their 
viands, which were very ſumptuous. The Gentlemen 
bidding reach downe the Pig.the Capon,Goſe, Swan, 
WLurkey,Pheſant,Bitour, Ueniſon,4 ſuch daintie _ : 
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all this heard Rowland, and beeing paſſing hungry, 
wiſhed he had a legge of the wozſt of them in his hand: 
ſtill he ſtode atmoſt famiſhedand ſmothered, till the ta- 
bles were taken vp, and bo2des ſhifted, and they fell to 
dauncing. All this heard Rowland, and hearing the mu 
ſicke, fell a ſlæpe vntjll ſupper time, and then he awake, 
and heard how they laide the tables and went to ſupper 
where they were paſſing pleaſant, and the moze, fo: 
that they ment to make ſpozt with Rowland after Upper 
was done, which continued lo long, fo2 they made the 
moze haſte foz that they meant to be merry. When the 
cloth was taken vp the 1Bzide feteht a great figh : what 
wife quoth the Bzidegrome, why ſigh you? in a dumpe: 
repent you ofthe match: noquoth ſhe but J haue a blot in 
my conſcience, t now befoze you all meane to reueale 
it. A was once beloued ofa Cambridge Scholler, who lo- 
ned me entirely 4 ſuffered much fo2 my ſake: then from 
popnt to poynt thee recompted vnto them the whole 
diſcourſe of the loues and foztunes paſſed befweene 
2 and her, whereat the company had good 
post. 

. man he was quoth ſhee, wiſe, p2oper and well 
p2opo2tioned : aad foz pzoofe , hould the key, open the 
truncke quoth Ge, and J will ſhew you his picture. 

Rowland hearing this armd himlelfe to ſuffer all,x ſo 
the trunck was opened and he roſe out libe Lazarus from 
his graue Good Lo2d quoth the comyanie, what is this 
a ſpirit ? In nomine Ieſus vnde venis ? E purgatoris quoth 
Rowland. And with that all the company laught while 
they could ſittte : At laſt when they were weary with 
laughing Rowland had ſitence, hes boldly ſaid : thus J 
am glad Gentlemen that my miſhap bath made you. ſo 
merrie, and that miſtris Bzide hath ſo large a plaine 

ſong to runne deſcant on Canet Emproy : this is but a 

Comedie, but looke foz a Tragedie whenſoeuer it falles. 

And ſo he went out ok the 2 ſoze aſhamed that = 
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had ſuch a kindly ſcoffe. The company laught well, 
and hee patiently went home, thinking how foztunate 
a man he ould be, ił he might liue to reuenge. Rows 
land at this miſfoztune had an inſight into the wozlde, 
and began fo ware wiler, that in ſho zt time hee became 
to haue as much knowledge in wozlvly affay;es as in 
his boke, and was (foz his good behautour and pleaſant 
witte) highly had in eſtimation, not onely amongeſt 
Schollers, but amongſt Townelmen, that in all the U- 
niuerſitie he was called the Gentlemanliue Scholler. Li- 
ning thus in good credite, and yet diſcontented,. betauſe 
Foztunefauoured him with no oppoztanitie to reuenge: 
it ſo fell ont at length, that Marian comming enerie 
weeke to Cambridge, efpyed among the Schollers one 
whom the caſt her exe on, and thought him the pꝛopereſt 
man in the whole Untnerfitie : Well, thee counted it 
but a glaunce, and thought as lightly to paſſe if oner as 
it ſdightly entred: fozhe found lone, that though he en- 
fred in by graunt of curteſie , pet hee wonlde not bee 
thzuſt out by fozce ef exfremitie : infomuch that thee 
conld not content herſelfe without , but with the ſight 
of her new friende, which was done ſo manifefflp that 
the @choller perceiued it, and ayming at the faireſt, on 
Saturday ſeeing her in the market, offered her a quart of 
wine, which ſhe tooke very gratefully, and beg an to bee 
very familiar with him, inlomuch that befoze they paſt, 
fo:ce of loue made her lo ſhameleſle that ſhe was content 
to peeld ta his requeſt, ſo that time and place would ſerue 
without the dilparagement of her credit. - 
Upon this they concluded, that maiſter Awdrey ( foz 
ſo we will call him) ſhould growe familiar with her huſ- 
band, and by that meanes ſhouldse hee haue a better 
meanes to the quieting ofhis minde. Upon this deter- 
mination they departed, and hee ſo bzought it ts paſſe, 
that not onely he was acquainted with her huſband ,but 
very familiar, that pee would carry maiſter Awdrey 
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often from Cambridge with him to Cherry hinton, and 
J hope you do imagine he was no little welcome Guei 
to his wife, Being thus fitted in their paſſions onelp 
watching fo2 place, lingring of the time, at laſt it was 
concluded, that the ſhould come on a Waturday to Cams 
brid ge, and faine to ſtay with a kinſwoman of hers that 
dwelt in the Towne, and ſo lye with her all night: this 
ſtood fo; a ſentence, and ſo the next weeke was decre&v. 
Jn the meane time it ſo fell out, that maiſter Audrey and 
fir Rowland being of great acquaintance,and ſuch pꝛi⸗ 
natefamiliars, that nothing was holden too ſecret le · 
twiene them, Maiſter Awdrey ſmothering this top in 
himſelſe, thought to pertake it with his friend: and ſo as 
he and fir Rowland were walking, he renealed vnto him 
the lone that had paſt betwene him and Marian, and on 
Saturday was the nigbt when his poſe ſhould come into 
eſſe, deſiring him to tell him where he might haue houſe 
ſit foʒ ſach a purpoſe. Sir Rowland hearing this, ſmiive, 
which made h. Awdrey to enquire the cauſe ofhislangh» 
. fer:wherbpon ſitting vowne vpon the grafle he began to 
reconnt vnto him the whole diſcourſe of his lones with 
Marian, t what ſanvry abuſes he ſaffered at her hand, ta 
the greatevtter infamy of ſchollers. M. Awdrey hearing 
this,fate a great while in a mule, at laſt he ſaid, and will 
women be Crocodiles, to wap rofe-water t vinegar at 
one time, ſtil tovaly in extremes, to loue without reaſon, 
and hate without cauſe: oh the folly ol men fo be ſuch, to 
fach painted ſepulchzes,whoſe painted ſheaths hold lea; 
den blades,whoſe ſkinns are glorious like panthers, but 
haue denonring panches. By that God that vrew p in; 
loꝛtunate female from that foztunate Adam, J hate her 
as extremely as J loned her earneſtly : 4 J will not only 
pteld ther opoztunity to reuenge.but Ile ioęne iſſue with 
the to perfozm it to the vttermoſt. At this Rowland was 
tickled with inward toy, e taking Aw drey in his armes. 


p;otefted ſuch humble leruite foz = friendly pzomile, 
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as euer ſhould lie in his abilitie to excecute. Thus in 
this determinatton ok reuenge they croſt the feldes to 
Trumpinton: and there they cate a meſſe of Creame, 
whither by chauace came one of the Pzoctozs, with 
whom both Rowland and Awdrey were very tamiliar : 
him they had in and made him as good there as ſuch a 
ſimple Ale honſe could affozd, and there in.pꝛiuate res 
zeated to him all their pꝛadiſe, deũireing his furtherance 
inthe matter. The Pzocto2 pꝛomiled to do what in him 
lay fo2the execution ot this merry adton, and there 
amongſt them they laying and confirming the plot they 
went aitogeither home ts Cambridge, where they paſt 
away the time pleaſantly till Saturday tame and then 
acco2ding to pꝛomiſe was Marian there, and mette with 
Audrey, who entertained her with all the curteſie 
that be could, ſpending the day at the Zauerne whiles 
night came, and then he carried her to the houſe appoin- 
ted, ſuch a Subauds domus as was fitte foz ſuch a pur- 
pole ; and there they ſupt. Jn the meane time Rowland 
had ſent a letter to her huſbandin Awdreys name, that 
his wife being not well was faine to ſfay at her kinſwo- 
man all night, and deſired him to come to her the next 
mo2ning, and that her father and the teſt ofthe gentle- 
men would come with him, toz that they Could ſ@ Row- 
land taken in bed with a pꝛettie wench. This letter in 
all haſte was conueied to Cherry hinton to her huſband, 
who reading the contents waxed (ſomewhat tealous , 
becauſe hœ had ſ&ne very familiar curtede betwene 
Awdrey and his wife, thought Schollcrs were lie 
fellowes. and could deniſe many ſuch Sophiſtications to 
make a man a Cuckold, but he concealed his ſuſpition 
to tzimſelfe, and ſhewed the letter to his father in law 
and the reſt of the Gentlemen, who as they ſozrowed 
his wife was not well, ſothey were all glad to ſ& ſuch 
a comicalifoztuneof Rowland, her huſband taking e- 
ncry wozd foz his aduantage, ſayd he would be there by 
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foure ofthe clocke fo ſa Rowland takon vp. Thus they 
all agreede, and were gone by two ofthe clocke, where 
we leaue them comming to Cambridge: and againe to 
Marian who alter ſupper (ate vp late, but Aw drey fllo her 
full of Mine till We was almoſt dzunke, that hee was 
very heauy , and dcſired to goe to bed, which thee did, 
and was no ſoner laide but ſhe fell a flep , and Awdre 

flipping out, put out the candle and ſent in Rowland, 
and bade him now gos to his miſtris : hee went into the 
chamber and lockt the dwze: and maiſter Awdrey ſtole 
out of the houſe and went to his chamber, leauing Row- 
land with his paramonr. where 3 thinke moze foz en- 
uy ofthe man, then foz loue ofthe woman, perhaps hee 
dubde him one of Paris Pziethod , howſocuer it was 
the deſcried not how it was, but both fell afl&p :on the 
mozrow by ſoure ofthe clocke was Marians huſband, her 
father and the ret of the Gentlemen at Peters Yolell, 
where finding the gate open, they went to maiſter Aw- 
dreyes chamber and raiſed him vp, oho quickly flipping 
on his clothes, welcomed them, and went with them 
to finde out the Pzoctoz , who watching lo: their com- 
ming already, was with a dozen maiſters of Art well ap- 
pointed walking in the court yeard,x pzcſently went his 
way with them + came to the houſe where Rowland lay: 
the Pzoctoz knockt,and bade open the doze: whois that 
quoth the god wife? the Pzoco2 quoth he: open the dwze 
£ (hat quickly oz I will beat it down: the god man came 
ſtumbling downe in his ſhirt, and the god wife was ſo 
amazed that ſhe cauld not remember ts fell her gueſtes. 
The 2octoz came in, and by the direction of Awdrey 
went ſtraite vp to the chamber, who be here quoth the 
Pꝛodo:'none ſir quoth he, but a ſtranger and his wite : 
beate it open with a holbert quoth the P2ocfoz : and with 
that foz haſte Marians huſband ran againſt it, a the doze 
fell downe and he into the chamber: with that Rowland 
touered her cloſe, and ſtepping out of the bed in his — 
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aſked what they meant. Ah fir Rowland quoth the Pꝛoc⸗ 
-to2,Jam ſo2y J baue diſeaſed pou this mozne, J thought 
full little to haue found you here,what is the cauſe you lie 
out ofthe Haſtel to njght-truly fir quoth he. J was late a⸗ 
bꝛoad this night making merry with my friends, and ſo 
J was faine to take vp my lodging here. Bow do you ſir 
Rowland quoth Marians huſband & her father, I maruell 
we ſ& you not af Cherryhinton. Dh maiſters quoth hee, 
when there is another Comedy fo play,loke foz me, but if 
pou remember. A pʒomiſt you a tragedy firſt, wh that is 
ſtudied, J warrant 4 will viſit you.poze Marian lying in 
bed,e hearing all this how ſhe was betraied, and had laid 
with Rowland all night. e how her father t her huſband 
were there p2clent, thought ſurely now Rowland to the 
bſtermoſt wold be reuenged vpon her. ſa that ſhe fel info 
a great ſiveat fo2 feare. The Pꝛada: that hav bis lellon 
taught hum, ſaid, well ir Rowland, had it bene apy other 
but vou that had bin taken abʒaad, and in ſuch a ſuſpected 
bouſe he (hould haue gone to the Towle- both : buf ſince 
pou have na other companp,farewel. Awdrey iagd vpon 
Marians huſband, gas they mere ready to go ont of dwze, 
tuſh 9.P2oco2 quoth be.but I maruel vou examine not 
who it is that lies with him, it may be a pꝛeltie wench. 
What : is there one lies with him ? yea mary is there ſir 
.quoth he, and with that Cepping to the bed thꝛelw off all 
the cloathes, and there lay his wife in her ſmocke. 

Sante amen, quoth Rowland who is heere? 

Haue you ſeene ſuch a chaunce this yeere: 

What a woodcocke to come ſo ſoone, 

From Cherry hinton to Cambridge before 

And found a Cuckowes neſt (noone, 

Is this, maiſters (in earneſt or inicſt?) 

That Rowland ſo early in a morne, 

Should make a knaue weare a horne: 

What man! be not agaſt? 

For you cannot call backe that is paſt. 


At 
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At this all the Scþollers fell algughing, and ür Rows 
land ſafe him downe in his ſhirt, and (to makethe mat- 


ter vp, that it might be a right blacke Sanws)while tes 


laugßt eryed Cuckaw. The Gentleman ſa ing his wie, 
ann the father his daughter, they were in ſuch a maze, 
that then as men lenflefle 2 they fell out a wee» 
ping, the Schuller a laughing,ths Gentlemen a ſighing, 
and ſtill Rowland kept his wench, and tryen Cuckow.; 
at laſt Rowland began thus. Why pou my maiſters and 
friends of Cherryhinton, did I not pꝛomiſe you a Tra- 
gedie, and haue J nat nowbgought it to paſſe :.J hope 
this Dame, and vou all remember my froſtie night, and 
how J was bzought out of the trunke: now am J not res 
uenged well? haue I not had my penny wozths: Ses vil- 
laine(quoth the Gontleman)anv uri the whoze ſhal die: 
and with that dzawing out his Rapter, he would haue 
kild her: but the Pzocor aydehun, and ſhe pꝛoteũled 
ſhe knew not haw ſhe came there, but thought thee had 
bene at home in her bed. Upan. this all the ®chollers 
perſwaded the gentlaman, that Rowland did if by negro- 
mancie, and that it he were the honeſteſt woman in 
the wozld, Magick were able to do as much: Rowland 
foz very pittie affirmde it: and fo they perlinaded him, 
not to wade further in the matter foz his owne credit, but 

to clappe it vp with filence. @h& wept and wzoung her 
hands, and ber father ſate and ſhed teares : unt atiaſt by 
the perſwaſion of the Pzoctoz and theother @chollers, 
Rowland and he foz all this were made friends - his 


wife and her agreed, as a man perſwaded ſhee was fault - -: 
lee, and that it was done by Negromancie : and (o all 


merrily went to the Tauerne and d2unke, they going to 
the Collcdge, and he to Cherryhinton, with fall reſolu⸗ 
tion neuer moze to let his wife come to Cambridge: foz 
feare of the ®cholicrs Art Pagick. 


This tale made them all heartelꝑ laugh, every one 
Þ com- 
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tommending the pollicie ofthe Schollers that ha d innen- 
ted ſo good a reuenge. The Cobler he marked all very di- 
ligently, and (woze there was not a moze found hiſtozie 
foz his furne, in all the 4 Aurea : well it made 
all the Barge merrie, and they were all in a dump 
they cryed who is next mary that am Jquoth the ſchol- 
— began to ſeftle pimlelle, whom J can beſt de- 
ethus. - | : 


The deſeription of the + 
Scholler. N 


Man he was of a ſober look, 
I AGivenmuch vnto his booke: 
For his viſage was all pale, 
As Clarkes tellen thus tale, 

That mickle ſtudy makes men leane 
As well as doth a curſt queane, - 
Appollo radiant and ſneene, 
His paterne long had beene: 

For well skild was he 

In verſes and Poetrie. 

In palmeſtrie he had ſome lore, 
Inother Artes mickle more, 
Mickle could he ſay at each ſteuen, 

Of the liberall Artes ſeuen, 

Of the welken and the Axle- tree, 
Whereon the heauens turnde nice: 

Of Mercurie and Charles waine, 

And ofthe Beares twaine: 

Caliſto and her ſonne conueyed thither, 
Which to Sca-men ſle the weather: 
When Neptunus with his mace, 

Will make ſmile Amphitrites face. 
Many other matters of Sophiſtrie, 


Could 
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_  Couldthis Clarke in ſecrecie. 
He could alſo ſpeake of loue, 
Of Paphos and of Venus doue. 
And perhaps though he were a Clarke, 
Yet he could skill in the darłe. . 
As well as a man of la degree, 
To dally witha — 6 priuitie. 
His attire was all blacke, 
But why do I longer clacke? 
This clarke gan report 
His ſtorie in this ſort. 


The Schollers tale. 
Containing the ſundry misfortunes that two Sicilian Lo- 
uers had, and how at the end their paſſionate ſorrowes 


came to a pleaſing ſucceſſe. 
Ben the King of Tuniſe was beafen 
| ſought 


FR men of Sicilia, and both. of Palermo, 
ee the good will they bare fo the king, 
2 | made certaine tail 31Barkes, and with 

their ayde maugure his enemies, placed the king againe 


ſafe in his Kingvome: which done they returned againe 
fo Palermo. Tyis Iacomin Picrro had a ſonne cal- 
led alſo Iacomin, and this Alexander had a daughter cal- 
led Katkerin e, theſs tws being neighbours ch#l>2en,fell 
in tous togeituer, inſomuch, that lacomun noting the 
beautie of Katherine,ſeeing with his eye her outward ex- 
celiencie, and hearing with his eares her outward ver- 
tues and perfection entred with lach dep inſight into her 
qualities, that he reſoluevin himlelfe, he and none but 
the ſhoulo be the goddelle of his affections.e of the other 
fide ; Katherine feeding her Ty wa the deſired —_ 


and Alexander Bartolo, two Noble 
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bis perſon, and with delight pleaſing her eare with the 
generall fame that ran thzoagh all Sicilia of his curteſie, 
affabilitie, and balour, determined that none but Iaco- 
min ſhould enioy the fleure ofher beauty. Theſe two lo- 
ners being in ſuch a ſpmpathy of agreeing paſſions, hi- 
ved a long while with lakes, baſhfil both to diſcouer 
the eſfence of their loues:pet at taſt lacomin taking heart 
at gradle, finding one day fit place and oppoztunitie, diſ- 
courſed vnto her, how ener ſinte his veares tould enter · 
taine any amozous thought, the Idea of her beautie and 
bertues remained impꝛinted in his heart fo depiy, that 
none but ſhe, could ſatiſfie the end of his inceflant deſire: 
which was no other then the honeft and donozable con - 
tent ofmacriage. Katherine who was as willing as bee 
was defirous, tould him that vpon that condition, when- 
ſoener their parents ſhould agree, ſhe was ready to be at 
his command. Thus they wooed and ended, and all in 
a ſhozt ſpace, ſoʒ that time parting with a nie. Thts 
\wet conſent of thoughts continned a long time betten 
theſe two that Lacomin reſolued ſhoztly 
to bzeake the matter to her lather, to whom the knew the 
match would be molt pleaſing, foz that old Iacomin and 
Alexander toned togeither as | 


that not only all Palermo, but almoſt all Sicilia was in 
an vp2oare: fo2 each toke armes agaiuſt other, and be- 
ing men of great parentage , friends tooke parts, and 
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them out a crouiſe betone two walles, which parted 
their houles, and there oft tinies they mette and parliev 
hoping fill ſome end wauld grow to this viſmall diſſen · 
tion;but as the fire encrealeth with the winde, ſo this 
iarre grew greater by time, that the loners loſt all hope 
ener to haue conſent of parents: wſomach, that wholy - 
in dilpaire of an vuitie, they conclude to fozſakeSicilia 
and fo goo into Dpaine, where they had both friendes, 
and there to remaine till their families were acco2ded. 
Upon this reſolution, Iacomine pzonidethhima bare. 
and laide if ready in the hauen, and when the wind and 
weather was faire, gaue a watch-wozd to Katherine, 
and ſo got her a bod, ſhoiſed ſaues.and away they made 
towards Dpaine: they were not long gone, but they 
were milled, and by all poſſible contecores knowne to 
be lipt away togeither, foz diverſe manifeſt inſt antes 
were repozted of theirloues, The fell both into 
» Tacomine haning but one ſonne, and 
Bartolo buf one ter: pen the griefe of their vnkind 
departure, did @ wozke in their fathers mindes , that 
each intended moze milchefe to other, as it were in re- 
nenge.that the bꝛoils grew hotter. But as they villented, 
ſothele two louers ata; des every way, looking foz no 
other hauen but the coaſt of Dpaine : but Foztune that 
delights to ſpozt her ſelfe in the vartable accidents of 
lone, bzonght it thus to palle. They had not ſailed tha 
dayes from Sicilia, but that there fell a great and 
certaine gallies-that were Roners vnder the king of 
Tmiſa, eſpied this Dictlian chip: and thinking to haue 
ſome rich pꝛize . made out, and gane onſet,commanding 
them to vteld; the Sicilians being calme,coolo not make 
way from them, but pet although too weake, out ve- 
nied tobe bourded, and fought it out fo the vttermoſt, 
chiefelp lacomine, who was foze wounded : but at laſt, 
they of the Gallies entred, and beſtowed the Pariners 
vnder hatches; and then went * rifle the ſhip,, _ 
| | 3 | ex 
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they found Katherine all blubbereo with feares, æ almoſt 
' dead foz feare, her they toke foz all her pittifullſhz«kes 
and cries,conueyed her ints the galues: which Iacomin 
ſeeing, toke ſo heauily, that he was ready to dye foz 
grefe,but ſo ſoze he was hurt, that ſtir te could not, but 
was faine to ſuffer her to be carried away, whither the 
mertie of the lanes pleaſed to tranſpoꝛt her: when- they 
had rifled the ſhippe and found nothing but paſſengers, 
away they went with faire Katherine, determining with 
themlelues to giue her fo; a pzeſent fo the king of Tuniſe 
whom they knew div loue a faire woman, moe than 
halte his kingdome and ſofaire a creature as Katherine 
they were ſure he neuer ſaw befoze,Upon this they made 
ſaile towards Tuniſe, and when they were arriued the 
captaine of the gallies, cauſing her to oʒeſſe her in her 
richelt attire, went with her to the kings place, where 
when he was admitted to his highneſſe pʒẽſc ute. hum⸗ 
bly on his kngs he craued pardon, as one that contrarie 
to his maielttes lawes had bin a Rouer and a pyzate an 
the ſeas: but now ioat hing that courſe of life, was come 
to ſubmit himſelle and hauing taken that gentlewoman 
as a p2ize at lea, defired his Maieſtie to accept her as a. 
pꝛelent. The king whiles the pizate told his tale, kepf 
his eie ſtil on the gentlewoman, whoſe beautie he found 
fuch, that he thought her ſome yeanenly creature.(2zow- 
ded in ſame moztall cartas. The king not onely thanked 
the pyꝛate fo2 his pꝛeſent, hut gaue him fre pardon, and 
a letter of niart, with mau other rich giftes, ſo that hör 
returned richiy rewarded.and then turning him to Ka- 
cher ine, he toke her in dis armes, kiſt her, and gaue her 
ſuch entertamment as in all topaltu he couid. But no- 
thing could make her ceaſe offfrom teares, hauing ſtill 
her Iacomin in remembꝛante, whom {he held foz dead: 
which the king perceiving, commanded that he ſhoutd 
be carried to a place of his , ſtanding falt by the Cittie 
wall, and there placed and altended vppon with all viii» 
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gence, vntii ſhe might be comfozted, and thither when 
it pleaſed him he would have recourſe. Seated in that 
houſe, there the led a ſolitarie life, waching her cheekes 
euery day with feares fo2 her pooze Iacomin, who like- 
wile wounded as he was, was bzought to Tuniſe, and 
there left in the Surgeons hand, where he was heated: 
Alone as he might well goe he went as a man fozlozns 
vppe and vownethe Cittis, looking enery where it he 
might lee dis Katherine: whereupon he reſolued to paiſe 
from place to placs and ſo to end his dapes in trauell, if 
he did not dy narrow inquilition finde her out- getting 
therefoze his bag and baggage in a readineſſe, he was 
going out of Tuniſe: and as he paſſed out at᷑ the gates he 
caſt his exe vp to the houſe where Katherine was, who at 
that time was looking out of a caſement. he eſpied her, 
and thinking i would be ſhe ſtood in a mage. Katherine 
einghim, and thinking him to be her Iacomin, was al- 
molt read to fall downe in a ſwond : thus. tod the two 
Loners at gaze, at la Iacomin calld Katherine: Iaco- 
min ( quoth <&)and with that the clapt her finger on her 
mouth and made a ſigne, that fo; that time hee ſhoulde 
depart. Backe againe went facomin to his Poltefle, as 
merry a man as might be, e there aid till it was ſome- 
thing late in the evening, and then going to the place, 
ſought round about the houſe, and there found a backe 
window into a garden. where they might conveniently 
talke : her had not axed there long, but Katherine came 
to the window and there after a volly afſighes, quencht. 
with teares, they began to viſcourle theirfoztunes finco- 
their departure. Katherine tolde vnto ſacomin how thee 
wazgiuen by thePy2ates-coth.c Ring foz a pꝛeſent, ans 
how he hav plated her there roferuing her foz one of his 
toncubines, and that ee lsohed euery heure, when he 
ſhould come to deflouxe her. Therefoze ( quoth ſbee) 
ſince we are man and wiſe, and as we haue liued to- 
geither, euen lo let vs die togeither, and enioy. _ = 
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chaſtitic of that body. whole ſoule hath bens a ner thine 
in all amitie: J reſpect nat the King, noz what his toz- 
tures can doe, therefaze at night come hither to this 
place when it is darke, climbe vp ou the wall, and ſo on 
this tree, and thou mateſt eaſily come info the calement, 
which faz the ſame purpole thou (half find open. At this 
motion lacomin was glad, and ſo departed, and at the 
time appointed came: and being made mo2e nimble by 
loue and deſire, be lept vp the wall lightly, and @ inte 
the tre, and from thence into the caſement, whers bee 
found his Katherine ready to receive him, banquet him 
the could not, leaſt any might heare, but teaſt he did with 
kiſſes, 02 whatſoener hee might affozd to his amo2zous 
defires, ſo that in the end, to bed they went, and there 
with pleaſare recompenced their fozmer miſfoʒtunes. 
Loue hauing thus aduanced her Champion: Foztune 
enuying their happineſle, meant to hane one fling moze 
at them, and b2zonght it ſo topalle, that the King that 
night reſoined to haus the company of Katherine, and 
therefoze after all his Lozds were at ref, tooke with 
him his Chamberlaine, and certaine of his Guard,and 
went ta the plate where ſhe lay: comming in b a backs 
gate hauing keyes foz every dooze, at laſt opened the 
Chamber where ſhe was, and there dzawing the eur- 
taine to behold his gaddeſſe,he law where ſhe lay with a 
voungman en her armes faſt a eps: the King los anger 
was ready to haue kild them, but vet he did qualifie his 
furie with a ropall patience 2: and called his Chamber- . 
laine, and the ref} ofthe Guard, and ſhewed them this 
fight, demanding ofthe m if any of them knew the young 
man: they all anſwered, no: but ſuppoied he was ſome 
ftranger. The Ring firaight commanded, that certaine 
ol his Guard Qould watch them, and affoone as they a- 
wakte, carrie them to pziſon, and let there in the midſt of 
the market place be ereded a greate take, and in the af- 
. ternone, there let them both be conſumed with fire : the 
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Guard obeied the Rings commandem Inf, 4 he wenta- 
way in great choller, and bighly diſcontented. The 
King departed, theſe Loucrs ſlept ſwa'tly till ihe moz- 
ning and then they awoke, where pzeſently they heard 
arufſtling of men, that ſtraight told them how the king 
was there, what had happened, and what he had com 
manded : therefoze they made them rile and then bound 
them and carried them away. The two Louers were. a 
whit diſmayed at this newes, but embzacing and kiſſing 
each other, comfozted themſelues in this, that they ſhould 
as they liued together ſo die together, e that their ſoules 
noꝛ bodies ſhould neuer part. Straight were they carri- 
ed to pzifon and the ſtake was a pꝛouiding, whereapon 
the rumour ot their burning came about the Cittie, that 
againſt the houre appoynted all the Cittie were gathe- 
red together, and fo2th at laſt was Iacomine and Ka- 
therine bzought, and bound to the take backe to backe: 
They earneſtly deſired that they might be bound face to 
face, but it could not be granted which griened them: but 
they comfozted themſelues with cheerful wozds, reſolued 
to ſuffer death with patience. All the Cittie was gathered 
together, e ſtod gazing on them, and pirteing them that 
ſo ſweet a couple ſhould fall in ſuch fatall extremi tie: the 
poꝛe ſoules aſhamed , and hanging downe their heades, 
expecting euery minute the beginning of their martpz⸗ 
dome : As thus the fire was ready to be bzought, came 
the Lozd high Admirall of Tuniſe by, and ſeing ſach a 
tontourſe, demanded the cauſe : The people folve him 
as much as they knew. He on his foot-cloth came to the 
ſake, and loking vpon them ſeing them ( lonely, aſked 
of them, of what Country they were ? Df Sicilia fir 
guoth Iacomin. With that the Abmiraliſtaring himears 
neftly in his face, called to dis remembzance the fauour 
of old Iacomin his father. Df what place in Sycilia, my 
friend quoth he? of Palermo: thy namequoth the Avmi- 
rallacomin quoth he: Why thou art not (anſwered the 
Lozd) the ſonne ofIaconun * 2 yes quoth hee; > 
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this the daughter of Alexander Bartolo: And if{quoth 
Iacomine) you knew theſe families, do but ſo much foz 
vs as ſpeake to the King that we may be bound face to 
face, x io die, fozlife,tbat we hold in ſcozne. Although the 
tozmento2s were appointed to diſpatch the by an houre, 
vet the L Admiral charged them not to put any fire tothe 
wod till his refurne; which they pꝛomiſt, c away gallops 
the Admiral as a mad man thzogh the ſtreets to the kings 
palace, where whe he came, he found the king in a great 
rage diſcourſing to his102ds the villany of Katherin,that 
admitted a ſtranger into her, The Adim(rail without a- 
ny great reuerente (as a man full of choller)began thus 
roughly and bꝛiefel p. Can they which place kings pull 
downe kings? then [oake thou once againe to be beaten 
out of Tuniſe:did Iacomine Pierro, (Alexander Bartolo, 
the two valliant Lozds of Sicilia, by their fozce ſeat thee 
in thy kingdome! and now in reuenge doeſt thou burne 
the onely iſſue of them both: foz that two Loners ſ&ke 
the fruition of their Loues, fo ſhall we haue Sicilia dur 
enemies, and thou ſceke a new kingdome. What meas 
neſt thou to vſe theſe railing ſpeeches? quoth the King : 
mary quoth the Admiral,yonder pong gentleman that is 
at the ſtake is the (on of lacomin, and ſhe the daughter of 
Bartolo. At this the king ſtod in an amaʒe e was halte a⸗ 
fraid, ſo that he cryed out to his loꝛds, that they ſhold run 
and being p couple as they were to him which they pers 
fozmed with all diligence. When Iacomine and Kathe- 
rine ſaw the nobles come, then they lokt foz fire: but 
when they heard how they muſt be vnloſed, and how 
courteouſely they were intreated, hope of better foztane 
gaue them ſome comkoꝛʒt. Mell. away they were carryed 
fo the king. who gratiouſly entertaining them, deman- 
ded the cauſe of their bould enterp2iſe, and what foz- 
tune bꝛought them into ſuch a farre country. Iacomine 
ſtraight began and diſcourſt their particular hap , and 
what aecidents they had, whole ſonnes they were, and 
what was their contrary foztunes. The king at this 
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embzaced them both, welcomd them, and craued pardon 
of his raſh cenſure cladding them in royal apparrell,and 
enriching them with many coltly giſtes, after ſolemnely 
marryed them in Tuniſe, and kept a great feaſt with tur- i". 
ney and triumphes fitting their degr&s,and after pꝛepa⸗ | 
ring a pꝛettie lte. ſent them home to their parents by 
the Lozd Admir all, whoſe arriuall in Palermo was | 
wonderfull range, in that all thought they were dead. 
But when they recounted to their parents their miſfo2- [| 
tunes, and laftls,the gracious fauours of the king of Tu- i" 
niſe, by the help and god periwaſion of the Lozd Abmi- | 
rall: the inſtance of their true loue reconcited their fa- 1 
thers and families, not onely the two louers agreed, buf 
the two houſes euer after coutinued in peace and con- 
£020, : | , 


Alſoone as the Scholler had tolde his tale, euery 1 
man thankt him foz his paines, and ſapd it was a 
pleaſant and a delightfull hiſfozie : amongſt the reit 
there was anolde woman, who foz very kindneſſe fo 
heare of their hard haps, and the good foztu nes ofthe lo 
uers, wept : why weepe pau mother quoth the Cobler? 
by my troth ſonne quoth (ſhe, to thinke on the chaunces 
ofloue which are ſo variable, and bythe grace of God if 
all in the Barge will giue me leaue, yon (hall heare an 
old woman tell a tale that will make you all merry. C- 
enery man deſired her toſay on, and ſhee being a ſimple 
woman, as you ſhall perceiue by her deſcripiton, ſetled 
her ſelfe to taſke thus. 


” The deſcription of the : [1 
old wo na. 4 
Roo ked was this beldame for age, 
Huffe ſhouldred and of a wrinckled viſage. 
| 42 | And 
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And as her backe and necke was crooked 
So was her noſe long and hooked. 
Many furrowes in her brow, 

Hairy and briſtled like a Sow 

She had a large taway face, 

And cherein an ill fauoured grace. 

She was mouthed lilce a ſparro w, 
Gared like a wheele-barrow, 

And of a long time b eforne, 
Not a tooth in her head had ſhe borne. 
Vet could ſhe chew good Ale 

For her noſe was nothing pale, 

But with ſwinking at her will, 

She looked red about the gill: 

Mickle talke ſhe had and Mickle chat 
When with her Goſſeps ſne ſat 

That threeſcore yeeres before, 

The bell for Goſſiping ſhe bore. 
Her apparrell was he the elder beere, 
Her caſſocke aged ſome fiſtie yeere. 

Gray it was andlong beforne, 

The wooll from the threedes it was worne. 
A thrumbe hat ſhe had of red, 

Like a buſhel] on her head. 

Her kercher hung from vnder hercap, 
With a taile likea flie lap. 

And tyed it faſt with a =. of wham, 

Knit vp againe with a trim tram, 

Much like an &giptian, 

Her ſlecues blew, her traine behind, 

With ſiluer hookes was tucked I find, 

Her ſhooes broadeand forked before: 

No ſuch I ſaw of yore. 

This beldame on her merrie pin. 

Began her tale with this gin. 
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The old wiues tale 
Containing the wily ſleights ofa wanton wife, and how 
both cunningly and craftily to the ſafegard of her owne 
A — her husbands diſcredit, ſhe ſhifted her 
uer. l 


Nafarre Country there dwelled ſometime a Gentle 
man of good parentage, called tgnioz Mizaldo, 
who had to his wife a very faire and beautifull Gen- 
tlewoman. And as the beaſtes moſt aredily gaze at the 
Panthers ſkin,and the birds at the Peacocks plumes:ſo 
enery faire feminiae face is an adamant to dꝛaw þ obied 
ol mens eyes fo behold the beauties of women: experi- 
ence pꝛoued it true in the wife of Mizaldo: fo2 he being 
a woman of ſingular perfection and pꝛopeztion, was 
generally looked on and liked of all, but fagoured and 
loueEelpecially ofa young Gentleman called Peter, dea- 
ling with ſach ſecrecie, that they continually ſatiſſted 
their deſires without gining Signioz Mizaldo the leaſt 
occaſion of ſaſpition : and the meanes that they perfoz- 
med it with luch ſecretie was this. Euery werke twiſe 
her huſband rid from home about certaine his affaires, 
and ſhe very artiſtcialy neare to the high wap, that leads 
fo the towne where Peter lay, had placed an Aſﬀes head 
bpon a trie, and when her huſband was gone fozth, ſhe 
turned the head towards the towne, but when he was at 
home, then ſhe alwaies had it loking to her one houle: 
bling herein (as ſome thought ) an Embleame, ſaying 
when ſhe turned the Alles head fozth, that the Alle her 
Huſband with the long ho2zning eares was gone 


from home, and when it food towards the houle, that 


the Aſe kept his chamber: but whatſoeaer in this her 
conceite was, Peter alwaies knew when fo come, and 
ener when Myzaldo was from home reſozted to his 


houſe. Now if chaunced that certaine boyes comming 


by, and ſ&ing the Aſſes head ſtand there, thzew ones 
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at it, hit it ſo often that at laſt they turned the alles head 
towardes the town:! which Peter walking abzoade ſpying 
thought that Mizaldo had bin gone from home « therfoze 
at night walked towards the louers honſe,q comming to 
the dwze finding it ſhut,acco2ding to his accuſtomed ma · 
ner knockt,the god wife awak?: heard him 4 was ſoꝛze a- 
fraid that her hulband ſhould heare him, x ſo lay till ; by 
and by he knockt againe moze lowde : Mizaldo awoke, 
hearing this, aſked his wife who it was that rapt at the 
do;e,o2 what that knocking meant? Dh huſband quoth 
the be ſtill it is a foule ſpirit that haunts this houſe, e yet 
hitherto we neuer durſt reueale it, and it hath,thankes 
be to God, bin your good foʒtune neuer fo heare it befoze 
Mizaldo richer farre then he was wiſe: bel&ued his 
wile, and aſkt her if it had done any harme, no quoth the 
fo2 J had learnd acharm to lend it hence: Frier Rowlid 
learnd it me:Eifit knocke againe you e J will go downe 
together: t J will (ay my charm — we ſhall line atreſt, 
Peter that thought ſome other friend had bin with his 
leman:taking it in ſco2a that her huſband as he thought 
being from home he ſhould not ba let in knockt again a- 
main. Mith that Mizaldo & his wife aroſe,lighted a can- 
dle and went downe to the doze where Peter was: then 
che wilbt her huſband to nnerle downe vpon his kntes 
while the laid the charme: with that ſhe began thus. 


Spirit ſpirit get thee hence, 

For here is no reſidence: | 

Here thou maiſt not be: 

This night to trouble me: 

Formy husband and I 

Safe in our beds muſt lie. 

Therefore from hence go, 

And trouble me no mo. 
No ͤhulband quoth ſhe, ſpit: with that he ſpit: and 
Peter laught heartily and wiſht hee might ſpitte out his 
teeth {oz being at home: This charme ſaid ſhe thzice o⸗ 
uer 
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uer, every time made him ſpit, that Peter might bee al 
luredly perſwaded that her huſband was at home. Upon 
this Mizaldo and his wife went to bed, and heard the ſpi⸗ 
rit no moze: fog Peter went langhiug home to his lodging. 
Mizaldo could not ſliep this night nozmany nights after 
but ſtil marueling what this ſpirit ſhould be, lap awake. 


Peter Þ once 0; twice thus was deceiued ofthe alle head, 


becauſe by ſom cõtrarꝝ miſhap it was turnd, deuiſed thus 
v euery night whe Mizaldos wife wet to bed the ſhold ty 
à ſtring to her toe. thenleaue the end of it at thedwze,ſo 


that when Peter came he might wake her, e the ifſhepyld 


p ring again + tied it faſt, her huſbad was from ho 
the let it llip, then he was in bed. Thus by the ; 
this ring Mizaldo was oft made cuckold,+ ſometimes 
whe her huſbad was at home 4 in his ſound ſleep, if Peter 
puld the ſtring ſhe wsld rile & go down to him to py doze. 
At laſt ſa thus this game continued, that Mizaldos wife 
being faſt a ſl@p.e he ring to find the chamberpot ſtame 
bled vpon the ſtring, f wondzing what it ment oz to what 
end groped eaſily,e foandit tied to his wines toe, from 
thence reacht to p doze he as ſimple as he wasconiocu- 
rea that this mas done to make him cuckold, ę therefoze 
foz that night ſaid nothing: dut againſt the next night had 
p2enided a great Partizan by his bed ſide⸗and when his 
wife was fall a ſleæp be vntyed the ſ ring, e tied it to his 


* 
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owns toe: he had not ſlumbzed a little, but hee felt the 


ſcring pull eaſily, where vpon he puld againe, and then 
Peter thought aCuredly that he was gone from home, 
whereupon he knockt. Then did Mizaldo, riſe.pat on his 
clothes, and tooke the partizan in his hand, and downe 
be went ruſtling that his wife wakt, e hearing him go 
downe ſo eaſily, felt fax. the ſtring that was at her toe, x 
miſt it, whereupon the perceined her huſband had found 
out the deceit, whipping. out ofthe bed, ran downe the 
ſtaires: with that Mizaldo opened the doze-4 thought to 
haue taken Peter, but he hauing a glance ot him, being in 


a darke night came away, 4 Mizaldo after him & w_ 
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the watch vet was Peter ſo light offot that be outran the 
Al « eſcapt.Mizaldos wife fearing the woꝛſt ran vp again 
to her maid, wild her ts go to her bed, x lie there, 4 to a⸗ 
bide whatſoeuer her huſband ſhould do to her, t ſhe wold 
giue her anew gowne g a new peticote:the wench was 
content e went to her maiſters bed,ſcarce was ſhe warm 
there. but vp came Mizaldo in a great rage, s ſlraight lay⸗ 
ing down his partiz an, fell to beating oł his wife. t with a 
whipcozd al to laſht her body, that the blod ran down the 
ſhats, and when he had done, in the dark groped, e found 
a paire of ſheares t clipt ot all the haire of her head, e that 
done opened the doꝛe 4 went his way.The wench al mot 
kild with biowes e ſoze pained with ſmart, lay ſtil as one 
in a trance:but as ſon as euer 1izaldo was gone his wife 
arole, g hut the doe, and came to the wench, where ſhe 
comfozted e waſht her,x anoynted her, putting on cleane 
linnen vpon her, laiv cleaneſhets on the bed, and ſo ſate 
dolon diſcotented at her wozk:no ſoancr did þ day bzeake 
but ſignioz Mizaldo went with all ſped to his mother in 
law and there renealed to her 4 to his wines bzethzen, 
how his wife had dealt with bim e how he had reuenged 
her : pet not ſufficiently.but was fully reſolued to baing 
her this day befoze the magiſtrate,4 ſo abſolutly to make 
a dittoʒce the mother fell a werping,. e knowing her owne 
fault when ſhe was young intreated her ſonnes Þ they 
would make a peace t attonement betweene their ſiſter x 
her huſbanÞ,they fell to exclaime againſt her.4 ſaid ſieing 
the was by her lightnss þ diſcredit ot her houſe they wold 
be the firlt x the fozmolt in paniſhing ſuch grolle offfces. 
Upon this they went home with Mizaldo to his houſe.e 
there comming vp the ſtaires, they found their ſiſter ft- 
ting very lad, the huſband fround,s bꝛethꝛen ſcolded : but 
the mother whom nature moze ne&rely toucht ſaid, what 
cher daughter? what tir is this between pour huſband ex 
yon*what ſtir quoth her daughter? mary A would you q 
my bꝛethꝛẽ had gon to my barytag whs you wentto my 
marriage, ts wed me to a dzunkard that all vay * — 
abo 


* * 
* 


alterburie. 


about whozes and curtezans,e at night comes home late. 
and perhaps not all night, as he hath done now,x ſo do J 
fif all day comſaꝛties, ⁊ lie in the night lie a widow while 
be is abꝛoad with his Erumpets.And quoth the mother, he 
is this mozning come to-your b:ethzen + me, with an out. 
cry againſt you,y this night he take pou with atemmon 


at the doe, c how be found it out by a ſtring tied to your 


toe. ie on him dzunkard ( quoth ſhe)theſe are his dꝛeames 
when he lies tipled in the tauerne:but A maruel wþere he 
bath bin to night: Marx dame ſaid he, J fear me your fleſh 
t pour bones know to wel,fo2 I thinke you haus not ont 
fre (pot on your body. ſo whipt you foz your whozdom, 
A think Þ ets in the bed can witaes,e the haire J cut 
off gour head can tefifie. Now mother (quoth the) c gad 
bzethat̃, ſe whether this be an arrant d2unkard,o2 not, 5 
tel theſe fables, ſaying be beate meſo this night,when be 
foucht me not, noz befoze this time fince yeſterday,, came 
within theſe dazes:where he ſaies the ſhiats are bloody, lee 
bzethzen,ſee.they are cloane: foz myſkin,take view of it,if 
it be any way toucht:and foz my haire, ſes how faire : long 


them lo, t now. to the lander of me, {a tf 
friends, + theperpetuall intam at our ho! 
(without cauſe)reatied me,whereyeſa his on ling tõg 
cõdemnes him Mizaldo ſ&ing neither his wifes hair cut, 
noz her body any way baniled,fel into a great dump, wb- 
dꝛing whether he dzeampt it, oꝛ no, inſamuch, $ atlalt he 
aſkf:why wile was 1 not this night at home? At home in 
faith fir no but with ſome of your d2abs, and J think you 
came home dzunk. At this doubtfuldemand,her bzethzen 
began to fake her part, and ſieing what be laid, was falſe, 
e all her ſpeeches p2obable,they raxled on him in mol. bit- 
fer termes,and told him, in that he had maried their ſiſter 
who was an houell woman, c by all meanes ſought to des 
pztue her ofher god name (without cauſe) who ſhold be þ 


pꝛote- f/ 
. 
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pꝛotectoꝛ of her honoz, they would not put it vp vnreuen- 
gen, but would to the vttermoſt do to him what iniury þ 
extremity ofthe law would affow2v.Upon this, the man ſe- 
ing how in all things his wife had diſpzoued him, thought 
aſſurevly that he was not at home the laſt night, e there- 
foze deſired her to pardon him, and he would neuer after 
be taken in the like offence,4 ſo vpon that, by her mother 
and her bzethzen they wers made friends, and euer afler 
Peter and ſhe with leſſe ſuſpition-enfoyed their loues. 
The old wife hauing told her tale, euerꝝ man began to 
commend the wit of the woman. wo on the ſudden is e⸗ 
uer molt quick e pearcing,abls ſo ſone to y&ld a peremp- 
tozie extuſe, as the occaſion igmiailtred. By that they had 
told this tale,they were within ſight of Graueſend: wher⸗ 
dpon they thought to haue ginen oueti but that a Diiner 
ſate by, who was a pleaſant fellow, and he began thus. 
Gentlemen ſceing at the motion ofthe Cobler, wee haus 
imitated old Father Chaucer, hauing in our little Barge, 
as he had in his tranell ſundzy tales, and anionglt the reit 
the old wines Tale that yon (hall not want the mer riet 
knaue ofall, the Somners, von ſhall heare what J can 
ſay, and to kiepe decorum , as the Cobler began with þ 
tale of theP2ioz,J will end with. one ofthe Abbot: they 
all thanckt himbarfity. be began thus, But ũrit J mult 
as hitherto J haue vone all, deſeribe hi. 


Te diſenption ef the Samer. 
His Somner was not very old, 
1 Ofa a countenance ſtout and bold, 
That would againſt the truth wage, 
For he had a ſhameleſſe viſage: 
Squinteyde way he, and his head 
Wi bad hued, bloud red: 
A noſe he had that gan ſhow * 
What liquor he loued I trow. | 
For he had before long ſeuen yeare, 


” ww 


CO 41 


» 
- 


Containing the ſhiftes that 


Or Canterburie. 


Beene of the towne the Ale connex;. 
His face was full of pretious ſtone 


Rächer in Inde was neuer none: 


For Rubie, Pearle, and Cryſolite, 

Wich them all his face was dight, 

From the brow to the very 5 

vet to drinke he would nere lin: 

But ſwinked with all his might, 

At euery houſe where he did fir, 

His conditions were faire and good, 

For why he was by the roode 

Acquainted with rich and eke with poore} 
kend well euery kerne whoore, 

Or other wife that held no ſcorne, 

To malce her husband were the horne, 

Such a knaue he was indeed 

That as true as my creed, 

He cited euery woman to the law, 


Euꝛen for the vale w ofa ſtraw, 
And ſommon them to appeare, 
 Arthebawdy Court as L leere, 


Where for money the Sumner, 


Would all their faults cleere, 9 
That they ſhould not appeare atall, 


Before the officiall, 


Abayde he was, a tel-tale, and a knaue, 


Sike another it is ſeld to hau, 


Vnleſſe a man ſhould hell rake, 
There to finde out his make, 


Yet can he thus declare, 


How the Abbot of Wickham did fare. 


The Sumners Tale. 


Loue, and how he raiſed a man from death. 


Jn Wlickam there was an Abbot that was a m 
" "WI 


the Abbot made to haue his 


an ofa 
middle 


The Cobler 


middle age, luſty and frolike,4 coveted fo acquaint himſelf 
with all the faire wines inthe towne nlomuch that encry 
man voubted of this iolly Clarke: yet he made himſeiſe ho⸗ 
lv, but do what he could it might uot cler the fuſpition that 
the men ofthe towne had of him: Amongl the reſt, he was 
acquainted with a Farmers wife, that was none ofthe wi- 
ſelt, e pet ſhe had wit enough to beware of the Abbot. this 
Fat mer exceeded all the reſt, not only of the towne but of 
all the whole country about foz iealouſie, being ſo ſaſpiti- 
ous of his wife, that he would brok none ofhis neighbozs 
to come into his houſe, and if ſhe glaunced her lokes ncuer 
ſo litle awzy he would ſtrait beats her while he could ſtand 
ouer her, inlomuch that the woman was weary of her life, 
and looked as a creature fozlozne. ; 

As ſhe was one day walking in the flelds fo do her buſt- 
neſſe, the Abbot met her, who tene her by the hand, and bes 
gan to make loue to her; e was both coy and fearfull:yet 
at laſt þ Abbat gan fo pꝛattie. that the — — tel him how 
iealous her hnſband was, how th of her life. 
CTuſh (quoth the Abbot) care not fo2 that; referre that mat⸗ 
ter to me. will ſtrait cure him ot his tealouſte,if thou wilt 
be my paramour. Do ſoze was the pe woman froubled 
with a tealous foole, thatſhe was glad fo graunt whatſoe- 
urr the Abbot wold alke, ſo her huſband might be mended 
ol his fault : Make ſome excuſe(quoth the Abbot)ſend him to 
me to mozrow, and then let me alone:but whatſoener thou 
heareſt is befallen him, feare not, all ſhall be well. Upon 
that the Farmers wife and the Abbot parted, ſhe vnto her 
houſe, he to his cloiſter, where he called one of the Ponks, 
in whom he did repoſe all his truſt. and renealed vnto him 
the whole matter. and what plot he had laide ts bzing his 
purpole to paſſe : The Ponke condeſtended to do what - 
ſoeuer the Abbot ſhould command, and ſo vpon this reſo- 
Intion they laughed: and the next day came the Farmer to 
the Abbot to haue an hie Paſſe ſaid foz one of his childzen 

that was ſick: the Abbot made much ol him, e 1 
ner, 


dinrer, e ſabtilly at the laſt dzanghtcanueied a doꝛmatiue 
potion into the cup.that pzeſently after inner he fell into a 
dead fleepe;that his ſenſes being gone, all men thought her 
was dead: wherefoze pzeſently one of the Bunkes ran to 
the goon wife and told her what had happned to her huſ- 
band the cried out and w2ong her hands and tolo if to her 
neighbozs : wherevpon ſhe and a great company both of 
men and women went to the Abbey.audthere was he knit 
bp in his winding · ſbert, the wife pittifully lamented, and 
the neighbo2s comfozted her-the Abbot ſaied he ſhould bs 


buried in their Abbey becauſe he dyed there, and therefoze 


in pꝛelente of them all ſolemnely buried him, which done, 
his wife like a ſozrowfull woman departed. home to her 
houſe with her neighbozs. 

Adoone as night came, the Abbot! and the Ponke 
(whome he had made pꝛiuꝝ to his pzactiſe)went and cun- 
ningly tooke him out of his graue, and carried him into a 
deꝛp dungeon, where he tould ſ& no light, and theres let him 


lie ſtarke naked till ſuch time as the potion had ended the o⸗ 


die. | 

w irit of purgatory ae — 
a am 

— — 4 — in thy lifs time thou wert iealous. 

and did8 miſuſe thy wife without cauſe. thereſoʒe J am aps 


pointed to vexe tha threricose and ten vteres withont cea- 


, and that, hauing a whip in his hands, the 
Salad (fot and fans Jie mane athoripd doin. 
laſt he left him and went þis ar, and fold the Abbot what 


behav done | 
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Che Abbot as fone as tonuenient leyſure wold ſerve, 
ſole ſecretly to ih Farmers houle,anv there got to bed to 
tbe good wife.and enery night lay with her while her hul⸗ 
band was in purgatorie: and enery day the Monke went 
downe g allowed him a little pittance ot meat and dzinke: 
but whipt him moſt milerably.Atlaſt the Farmer grew to 
be maruelous penitent and repentant foz his faults,ſwea- 
ring that it he were allue againe. he wold neuer be isalous 
noꝛ ſuſpitious: earneſtly pzaying his wife that ſhe would 
fozgine him. Mhile thus the poꝛe Farmer was in his pur 
gatorp almoſt whipt fo death,e familht,the Abbot and his 
wife lined in ail pleaſure and iollity, laughing when they 
heard the Monk repozt what the pozeman ſaid in his pur · 
gatozy: At laſt che perceiued vᷣ ſhe was with child, e ther⸗ 
foze they muſt needs haue a father foz it, wherupb they de- 
uiſed to haue him out of purgatory,e to bzing bim home, 
with a miracle. Che next day p Ponk came to him accoz- 
ding to his accuſtomed manner, whipt him not, but told 
him that his wife enery day offred a Taper fo2 him & ſaid 
ſo many god pzaiers, th** his fins were remitted, and his 
puniſhment fo2ginen,wherupon he thanked his wife,and 
made a vow if God ſhold reſtoꝛe him to life(as it was im · 
pollible)he wold not only leaue fo be jealous himlelfe, but 
Warne alt men tokake hee of the like fault Thus 
continued he without whipping by the ſpace offfne oʒ fir 
dapes and at laſt the Monte, in Read of dzinke,gane him 
an other dozmatius potion ſo that he fell a fleepe- 
Then the Abbot and the Bonke in thenightconueyed 
him into a place where he was buried, and fo lett him 
lye. About the honre when he knewe he wonld wake, 
was the Ponke there fayning himleife at pꝛayer: and 
alone as euer he ſaw him ſtir he ran away and cryed out, 


vpon this all the Monkes of the Cloyſtet roſe, t alt what 
ide matter was. O quoth he as J was in pꝛaper by the 
Farmers graue J heard à tumbling e a vote there either 

ol dim oꝛ of alpirit, with that the Monkes went downe x 
lound there was one aliue within the Tombeꝛthen they 


called 
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called the Abbot and told him, who on his ni 
gowne,ran apace to ſe the 4 - pa — 


they were all gathered together, they lifted vp the ſtone, e 
there laꝝ he tumbling in his ſh&t:ſo they toke him out & 
vndid him, and he loked wan and gaſh, but ſpake to them 
and told them, that the Lozd at the pzayers ot his wile had 
reſfozed him to life, and that he had bene in purgatozy, e 
what puniſhment he had abidden foz his (ealoufte . The 
Monks were pꝛoud ofthis miracle, and knew that their 
Abbey ſhould be moze famons foz this range wonder, x 
ſtruight ſent fo2 his wife e his neighbours:who whe they 
came, firſt the Abbot reuealed vnto them, how that ha & - 
his Monks hearing the continuall plaints c pzayers the 
poze widow made foz ber huſbad;he did likewiſe W ear- 
neſt Dziſons intreate of God, that it it were his will, hes 
would ſhew a miracle on him,+reffozehimto life: now 
my maiſterst friends quoth he, ſee the difference between 
the pzayers of an Abbat,aud the pzayers of a lay man:foz 
follow me. and you ſhall ſ@ what effect they haue taken. 
With that he caried them into the parlo2 where the Far- 
mer was, aſſons as they ſaw him,they were all amazed, 
and his wife fell downe in a ſound; whereupon reuining 
her. he began to ſay. feare not wife,noz you gentle neigh- 
bozs,and doubt not-ofme,foz3 am by this hole man and 
my wifes pzayers.reſtozed tolife, hauing biene in that 
moſt vile place of purgatozy,where there is nothing but 
darkneſſe and dinels: there was Jfo2mented foz all my 
finnes, but eſpectallyfo2 my iealouſie. being every day 
puniſht till my wifes pꝛapers relealed me: many a fable 
beſive of his owne inuention did he tell them that he had 
ſeene in purgatozy. At laſt as he was thus talking, his 
' wife fell about his neck and kiſt him, and weptfoz toy, e 
all the neighbozs reiayced and did reucrence tothe Ab- 
bot foꝛ his holines.Upon this he and the reſt of the Boks 
caried him home to his honſe ſolemnly with a pzoceſſion, 
and there left him. This newes ofa man reſtozed to his 
life againe by the Abbot of Wickam,ſpzead N — 
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whole cunfry,$ al men ha in ao miratiõ.as a man palling 
— vertuous and diuerſe came to fee the Farmer from 
farre, all which he did certifie what he had ſ@ne in purga⸗ 
to2y, what great puniſhment foz ſunvzy finnes,but elpe- 
cially fo2 iealauſie. Thus he not onely exhozteb all men 
from ſuſpition of their wiues, but euer after gane his wife 

ſuch libertie, that ſhe might at her owne pleaſure be fas 

miliar with the Abbot. 


The Sumner haning told his tale, the people commen- 
dev the great veuotion of the Abbot, wilhing all jealous 
tles to paſſe the like purgatozie. The Cobler he com- 
mended all, and laid, that they were now welcome to 
Graueſ end: eyery man to his purſe and lokt in if fo; his 
two penceto pay his fare : and when they had done. they 
roſe and went into the towne to v2inke: and becauſe they 
went molt of them to Canterburie, thep went all to one 


Inne, where they began to deſcant and diſcourſe of ths 


tales that had paſt : J can (quothj the Cobler) remember 
them all, and very nere verbatim collec and gather them 
together: which by the grace of God gentlemen, J meane 
fo do, and then to ſet them out in a pamphlet vnder mine 
owne name, as an inuectiue againſt Taritons newes out 
of Purgatoric:and then if yeu pleaſe to ſend to the Printer. 
J willeaue a token, that cuery one of you that told a taie, 
ſhallyave a boke fo? his laboz. In the meane time, till J 
haue perfected it,ilelay my Coblers ſtole aide, and my 


elle vecome an Authoz, and J hope you ſhall find meſo 


lufficient in mine englich, that if J ſhould ſtudy, you wold 
repoꝛt, à might foz my vaine,match Lilly, Greene, oʒ any 
ether in excellency of pꝛoſe: at this they all laught, payd 
their ſhot, and went with the merie Cobler 
towards Canterburie. 
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